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“To Me To Live Is Christ” 


Philippians 1:21 


ACRIFICE? The word is not for me — 
Gladly I take my cross to follow 


Thee. 
Could I be loath to yield my meager 
pittance, 
When Thou dost offer Heaven’s gold 
to me? 


Let me obey Thee even unto death, 
That to the far-flung fields Thy name 


be told. / 
Forsaking all? What, Lord, could I 
forsake 
That would not be repaid a thousand- 
fold? 


My life is Thine, Lord; never let me seek 
To plan that life for which my Saviour 
died. 
Thine, Lord, is the power to will and 
do — 
That in my body Christ be magnified. 
To know the excellency of Christ, my 
Lord, 
What things were gain to me I count 
but loss; 
Teach me the values of eternity — 
To choose with Thee the pathway of 
the Cross, 


m7 
Giving Thanks Always 


Ordinary events of life can be made 
occasions,;for testimony and thanksgiv- 
ing. It is nothing unusual for families 
to have to move from one place to an- 
other, and the existence of moving com- 


panies shows that it is going on all the 
time. An unusual notice of a change of 
address was sent out a short time ago 
by veteran missionaries from Africa 
who are now on furlough in this coun- 
try with their family. On the card are 
these words: “Ihe same Everlasting 
Kindness makes it possible to announce 
our address as from Sept. Ist... right 
at Wheaton, on its outskirts, close to 
the college and schools for the children.” 
Early in the summer this family had 
“no certain dwellingplace” for the fall, 
but the father said that the Lord had 
provided them with a comfortable cot- 
tage for the summer, and he was sure 
they would have what they needed, by 


the time school opened. Printed notices 
of change of address are quite customary, 
but this one is unusual in that at the out- 
set it gives God the glory for making the 
change possible. Those who have tried 
it know how hard it is to find a place 
to live near Wheaton College, so this 
mother and father of a large family ac- 
knowledge God’s good hand upon them, 
They have not forgotten to be “giving 
thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20). Their experi- 
ence recalls Psalm 136:1, with the re- 
frain that runs through all the verses, 
“O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is 
good: for his mercy endureth for ever.” 


* 


The Two: Councils at Amsterdam 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


'e 4 A ND when the Philistine looked 


about . . . he disdained him.” 

The Christian Century thinks 
the World Council of Churches at Am- 
sterdam the most important Christian 
gathering in centuries. The American 
Council of Churches which issued the call 
for the International Council of Christian 
Churches two weeks before the great 
ouncil, and as a protest against it, it 
describes as “a splinter organization of 
super-fundamentalists whose rump con- 
ference was meant to project the spirit 
of sour sectarianism onto the world 
stage.” So it warned the press against 
noticing it, since “thoughtful Christians 
would not accept a plea of ignorance” 
if it did so. 

The “splinter” Council is not so small 
as appears, and there are millions whom 
the Federal Council claims in its con- 
stituency who really have far more sym- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Ye know in all your hearts and 
in all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the good things 
which the Lord your God spake 
concerning you; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof” (Josh. 23:14). 




















pathy with it than with its Goliathean 
opponent. It met in the old Kloster 
Kerk, on whose walls is a memorial tab- 
let honoring the little group whom we 
now know as the Pilgrim Fathers, “many 
of whose institutions,” as the tablet says, 
“have given to the new world a dis- 
tinctive character.” The Chicago organ 
of Modernism says the American Coun- 
cil meeting was “planned to produce 
confusion.” Yes, confusion of face at the 
confusion which the World Council 
stands for! 

Thus the Patriarch of Moscow was 
invited to the World Council of Churches 
in spite of the fact that he has been 
instigating persecution against Protes- 
tants in Slavic lands under the control 
of Russia. The Greek Church was also 
represented there, and through its in- 
fluence the Scriptures are forbidden cir- 
culation in Greece in form intelligible 
to modern readers, American Modern- 
ists swarmed there, and it was their rep- 
resentatives who encouraged Korean 


Christians to worship at Imperial Shinto - 


shrines during the Japanese persecutions. 
They, too, have the spirit of persecution 
against splinter minorities. “As I write,” 
says Dr. Ketcham, “I am thinking of 
that little Gospel preacher in Michigan 
who, because he would not follow the 
apostasy of his denomination, wes put 
out of his church and his parsonage 
home. His little family and his house- 
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hold goods sat on the street-curb while 
friends fixed up an attic in anh old 
garage.” 

Dr. George Hammar of Upsala has 
called American liberalism a counterfeit 
Christian theology and intimates that 
the American kind of thought deserves 
no attention at ecumenical conferences. 

Yet of this confusion in the guise of 
an ecumenical council its genéral secre- 
tary, Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, says, “When 
the World Council meets together and 
agrees on something, it suddenly be- 
comes the organ of the Holy Spirit.” 

The World Council appears to have 
had everything that the world could 
offer it. There was a state reception by 
the Dutch Minister of Justice in the 
National Gallery, whose walls were hung 
with the masterpieces of Rembrandt, 
Rubens, and Frans Hals. The delegates 
were given by the city authorities a 
charming, fairylike evening boat ride 
through the lighted eanals of the city. 
The Roman Catholic Cardinal Arch- 
bishop of Utrecht and other Dutch 
bishops asked Catholics to pray for the 
Council members, naturally that they 
might become Catholics. Reports com- 
ing from Amsterdam laid great stress on 
“its colorful character. Here were the 
red and purple of the Church of Eng- 
land, the high black dress of the Greek 
Church, the ruffs of Lutheran pastors, 
the white robes of Indians.” A French 
account says, “The opening procession 
was full of grandeur with its diversity 
of toques, miters, velvet birettas, pec- 
toral crosses.” The writer added, “The 
absence of the two great churches, Ro- 
man Catholic and Russian Orthodox, was 
particularly dolorous,.” The church bells 
of Holland rang fifteen minutes when 
the World Council opened. 

The Apostles’ Creed was repeated at 
the opening sessions, even by various 
of the American delegates who certainly 
believe not too much of it. The major 
debate seems to have been on the com- 
parative merits of Communism and Cap- 
italism, with the safe conclusion that 
laissez-faire capitalism was the brand to 
be reprobated. The official condemna- 
tion of anti-Semitism was also a safe 
play. . 

At the very time that Greek Orthodox 
bishops were sitting in conclave in 
Amsterdam with their Modernist breth- 
ren from New York, the aforesaid Chris- 
tian Century, leading advocate of the 
rapprochement, was exposing with 
heartless realism the bigotry of the 
Greek Church. This church.was de- 
manding of the Parliament at Athens 
modifications of the new law giving 
religious liberty to Greece, which would 
nullify it to a large degree. One curious 
demand was that “freedom of religious 
conscience must not be granted those 
who adhere to the Julian calendar.” 

Did the big Council have any prayer 
meetings? None are mentioned. But 
of the little Council in the church where 
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the Pilgrim Fathers once met, the Rev. 
Carl McIntire says: “Without question 
the great high light of this assembly has 
been the prayer meetings held every 
day. When we come together to pray, 
some stand, some kneel, some sit. Each 
in his own manner, and each in his own 
tongue, all pray to the same precious 
Saviour and Lord.” 


It was announced that the big Coun+ 
cil represented 300 million Christians in 
148 churches. This is the old numerical 
legerdemain of the Federal Council. 
But millions “represented” know noth- 
ing of the Council and care less—the 
church membership of Greece, Ethiopia, 
Rumania, Czechoslovakia, and other 
lands, not to speak of the multitudes in 
the churches of the Federal Council who 
have not the slightest use for it and its 
leaders. Mr. McIntire, wishing to report 
on the great Council, was refused press 
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privileges and releases and otherwise 
boycotted, although the Roman Catholic 
press representatives were spoken of as 
“not an opposition press.” 

Nevertheless the Lord’s promise is, 
“Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom” (Luke 12:32). The Interna- 
tional Council of Christian Churches be- 
lieves the Kingdom of God is a spiritual 
kingdom into which men enter by the 
new birth. The World Council of 
Churches identifies it with a new social 
order to be established by economic and 
political processes. It proposes to bring 
pressure on governments and political 
bodies with these ends in view. 

The World Council envisages an wlti- 
mate external organic union of churches, 
But we are already united in Christ in 
the invisible Una Sancta Ecclesia (the 


(Continued on page 898) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


A Prophecy of Mary's Children 


I was much interested in your reply 
concerning Mary’s children. The plain 
statement that Jesus had brothers and 
sisters should be sufficient, but with 
sufficient motive clever people can 
explain away facts. I have heard this 
explanation that a sister of Mary’s 
made her home there and that her 
children were counted as members of 
the family. 

To me an unanswerable statement 
is found in the te ag verses, Psalm 
69:8,9: “Iam become a stranger unto 
my brethren, and an alien unto my 
mother’s children. For the zeal of 
thine house hath eaten me up; and 
the reproaches of them that reproached 
thee are fallen upon me.” e New 
Testament shows the fulfillment of 
both in John 7:5 and 2:17, where verse 
9 is quoted as a prophecy of Christ, 
which definitely includes verse 8 as 
also applying to Jesus. ra 

Why can’t people accept the Bible 
statements as they stand instead of 
working so hard to make them mean 
something else !—A New York reader. 


The answer to the question about 
Mary’s “other children” is good as far 
as it goes. But the Romanists side- 
step by pointing out that adelphia and 
adelphe do not necessarily refer to 


members of the immediate family. I - 


am sending you a copy of my book, 

“Christ in the Psalms,” where you will 

find a coriclusive answer in the ex- 

position of the 69th Psalm—Wm, L. 

Pettingill. 

It is interesting to note that both the 
New York reader and Dr, Pettingill have 
called attention to the same prophecy, 
which refers to the subject treated in 
“Notes on Open Letters” in the Tres 
of September 11. On Psalm 69:8 Dr. 
Pettingill makes the following comment 
in his book: 

“T am become a stranger unto my 
brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s 
children’ (v. 8). This ought to settle 
the long disputed question as to whether 
Mary had other children besides her 


divine Son. It has been contended that 
Jesus was her only child. When it is 
pointed olt that His brethren and sisters 
are actually named in the New Testa- 
ment as in Matthew 13:55, 56; Mark 6:3, 
the answer is that the words translated 


‘brothers’ and ‘sisters’ are words which. 


might speak of any degree of relation- 
ship, as cousins, for example. But for 
those who are subject to the authority 
of the Word of God the matter is fully 
decided by the words of Psalm 69:8: ‘I 
am become a stranger unto my brethren, 
and an alien unto my mother’s children,’ 
It is written in John 7:5, that ‘neither 
did his brethren believe in him.’ 


* “Now try to imagine the situation in 
that home in Nazareth. Here dwelt the 
Son of God among those who were borne 
by his own mother, but He dwelt as a 
stranger among them, and an alien from 
them. And why? Look for the answer 
in the verses that follow. 


“For the zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up; and the reproaches of them 
that reproached thee are falien upon me’ 
(v. 9). We have already seen that the 
words of this verse are quoted in John 
2:17 and Romans 15:3 and applied to 
Him.. Because of His zeal for His 
Father’s house, and because the re- 
proaches of them that reproached God 
were felt by Him as a real burden— 
for these causes He became a stranger 
to His brethren and an alien to His 
mother’s children.” 

Dy. Pettingill’s little book, “Christ in 
the Psalms” (Van Kampen Press, Chi- 
cago 5; $1.50), contains his commentary 
on fourteen Messianic Psalms. In each 
case the complete text of the Psalm is 
given in the book, followed "by a study 
of the Psalm, showing how it applies to 
Christ’s life and redeeming work, with 
abundant New Testament references, 
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ll. The Present State of the 


The change that took place at the resurrection 


and ascension of Christ 


of two men who lived in the same 

town, one of them rich and the other 
poor. It is often called “the parable 
of Dives and Lazarus,” but it is no par- 
able. Rather, it is the factual record 
of these two men who lived and died 
as other men have lived and died. The 
name of the rich man is not given, 
though he is often called Dives, which 
means “rich.” The poor man is named 
Lazarus. No parable of Scripture gives 
anybody’s name. This is not a parable. 
Make no mistake about that. 

When the poor man died, he suddenly 
found himself rich; and when the rich 
man died, he suddenly: found himself 
poor. 

The poor man was borne away by 
God’s angels, and he found himself in 
the goodly fellowship of the saints, 
where he was embraced by Abraham. 

The rich man also died, and he found 
himself in a place of torment. In our 
common version it reads that he was 
in hell (v. 23). But the word is Hades. 
He had not gone to hell. He was on 
the way to hell, and is still on the way, 
but he was in Hades, and not in hell. 
Hades (called Sheol in the Old Tes- 
tament) is temporary; hell is eternal. 

Thé rich man was in Hades, and so 
was the poor man. They could see each 
other, and hear each other. The man 
in torment besought Abraham to send 
Lazarus to help him. But all his be- 
seeching was for nought. For though 
the saved dead and the lost dead were 
all in Hades, the saved and the lost were 
separated from each other by an im- 
passable gulf, a gulf that could not be 
crossed over. . 


From Hades to Heaven 


The lost dead are still in Hades, but 
the saved dead are no longer there. 
Since the death, resurrection, and as- 
cension of Christ, the saved dead are 
“absent from the body, and... at home 
with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8, R.V.). 

The Apostles’ Creed, which of course 
the apostles never saw, says of our Lord 
that “He descended into hell.” But He 
didn’t. At the time of His death His 
soul was in the place called Sheol and 
Hades. In the Sixteenth Psalm, which 
Psalm is quoted in the New Testament 
and applied to Christ, He said, in verse 
10, “Thou wilt not leave my soul in 
Sheol.” This is quoted in Acts 2:27 


[: LUKE 16:19-31 we have the story 


(R.V.), where it reads, “Thou will not 
leave my soul unto Hades.” So He de- 
scended, not into hell, but into Hades. 
At that time Paradise must have been 
in Hades, for in Luke 23:43 the Lord said 
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Lost Dead 


By WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, D.D. 


Two weeks ago (Sept. 25) Dr. Pet- 
tingill began a series of three articles 
on “What the Bible Teaches About 
Hell.” In the first article he pre- 
sented a rather complete study of the 
different words used in the Old and 
New Testaments. In this second 
article he demonstrates the impor- 
tance of keeping clearly in mind 
the implications of Old Testament 
prophecies and New Testament rec- 
ords concerning Christ and His work 
for the redeemed, and the change 
that will still be effected in the state 
of those who have died in a lost 
condition. In the third article he 
will discuss more fully “The Future 
State of the Lost Dead.” 








to the penitent thief, “To-day shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise.” 

Now, look at Ephesians 4:7-10: “But 
unto every one of us is given grace ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift of 
Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he 
ascended up on high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now 
that he ascended, what is it but that he 
also descended first into the lower parts 
of the earth? He that, descended is the 
same also that ascended up far above 
all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.)” 

This is a reference to and a comment 
upon Psalm 68:18, where it is written, 
“Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast 
led captivity captive: thou hast received 
gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious 
also, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them.” 

Obviously, the one in view here, both 
in the Psalm and in Ephesians is our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, before ascend- 
ing up on high, first descended into 
Hades, and led the saved dead out of 
Hades into Heaven. Thus it was that 
when later the Apostle Paul was caught 
up into “the third heaven” he found 
himself in Paradise (2 Cor. 12:24). Para- 
dise is no longer in Hades; it is “the 
third heaven.” 

The Old Testament never uses the 
word “hell,” or any word meaning hell. 
As we have already pointed out in a 
preceding study, Sheol is translated hell 
thirty-one times in the Old Testament; 
it is translated “grave” thirty times, and 
it is translated “pit” three times. But 
neither Sheol, nor the grave, nor the 
pit is really hell, 

Dr. Scofield has an enlightening com- 
ment in his Reference Bible, which I 
will quote: 

“Sheol is, in the Old Testament, the 








place to which the dead go, (1) Often, 
therefore, it is spoken of as the equiva- 
lent of the grave, merely, where all 
human. activities cease; the terminus 
toward which all human life moves 
(e.g., Gen. 42:38, grave; Job 14:13, grave; 
Psa, 88:3, grave). (2) To the man ‘un- 
der the sun,’ the natural man, who of 
necessity judges from appearances, Sheol 
seems no more than the grave —the end 
and total cessation, not only of the activ- 
ities of life, but of life itself (Eccles. 
9:5, 10). (3) But Scripture reveals 
Sheol as a place of sorrow (2 Sam. 22: 
6; Psa. 18:5; 116:3), into which the 
wicked are turned (Psa. 9:17), and-where 
they are fully conscious (Isa, 14:9-17; 
Ezek. 32:21; see, especially, Jonah 2:2; 
what the belly of the great fish was to 
Jonah, that Sheol is to those who are 
therein). The Sheol of the Old Testa- 
ment and Hades of the New Testament 
are identical.” 


Purgatory, a Catholic Invention 


Let us not confuse the place called 
Sheol and hell with the purgatory of 
Romanism. Of course, there is no such 
place as purgatory, where, according to 
Rome’s false teaching, everyone has to 
go through a purifying process before 
anyone can go into Heaven. All this is 
pure imagination. Our true purgatory 
was at Calvary, where our Lord Jesus 
“by himself purged our sins.” 

Sheol, or Hades, is the place where the 
lost dead are now suffering, and from 
which they will ultimately be cast into 
hell. This will come before us in our 
third and last study, whose theme will 
be “The Future and Final State of the 
Lost Dead.” 

And now may God forbid that we should 
consider a matter like this in cold blood! 
There is no use saying we believe in 
the doctrine of eternal punishment un- 
less we are doing something about it, 
If we truly believe that the thousands, 
yea millions, now living without Christ 
and dying without Christ, are doomed 
to an endless existence in conscious suf- 
fering, we will surely do what can be 
done to save them from such a doom. 

What about yourself, my reader? Are 
you sure of your own salvation? Are 
you positive that you have been born 
again? Have you made your own call- 
ing and election sure? Is there any 
question about it? Let me implore you. 
Examine yourself whether ye be in the 
faith. Do not rest upon any false foun- 
dation. “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ” (1.Cor, 3:11). Religion will not 


(Continued on page 894) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





at the Republican Convention may 

have escaped many of our readers. 
We, therefore, reprint it in part — this 
prayer, so pointed, trye, fearless, and 
complete. It should go down in history 
with the prayer of the chaplain of the 
first session of Congress in Carpenter 
Hall, in this same city of Philadelphia. 

“Almighty and all-merciful God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, within 
a few moments the epochal balloting 
begins. Therefore, first of all, we start 
this session by praising Thee for this 
privilege of free government. One- 
fourth of the earth’s habitable surface 
is controlled by atheistic tyrrany, which 
has torn the free ballot from the masses 
and regimented them for ruin, yet by 
Thine undeserved mercy Thou dost still 
permit our people to choose their own 
leader, the man of destiny for the test- 
ing time ahead, and for this we thank 
Thee, Father. 

“Help us show our gratitude today by 
choosing a man; a real man; an Amer- 
ican man; a statesman, not a politician; 

a leader of character and honor who will 
‘ not publicly promise peace but privately 
plan war; an executive of truth and 
righteousness who will not familiarly 
consort with atheistic enemies of Christ 
and our country, nor compromise the 
constitutionally founded separation of 
Church and State. 

“Above all, Father of truth and light, 
as we are met here in Philadelphia, 
where at the first Continental Congress, 
George Washington fell on his knees to 
beseech Thy help; as in this Convention 
Hall the features of Abraham Lincoln 
look down to remind us of his personal 
and protracted pleading with Thee, let 
us nominate for the highest office in the 
land a man of prayer, a man of faith, 
a man of Christ who came to serve, not 
to be served. 

“May the Holy Spirit indelibly im- 
press on our souls that above all else 
the United States needs Thee, our God, 
the founder of our country, the author 
of our liberties, the guardian of our 
blessings. ; 

“Forgive all our individual and 
national sins by the merits and mercy 
of Thy Son our Saviour. In an age 
of atomic destruction and _. increasing 
godlessness, this may be one of the last 
free and representative political con- 
ventions unless the delegates here and 
todey conscientiously do their duty to 
Thee and their country. 

“Help them now to safeguard the to- 
morrow of our beloved country. We 
ask it in the name which is above all 
other names, the name through which 


D: WALTER A. MAIER’S invocation 


our prayers are heard, Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Saviour. Amen.” 


The report of the Christian Century 
that the new state of Israel had made 
no recognition of God in its Declaration 
of Independence has been happily an- 
swered by Rabbi Benjamin Kreitman, 
who says: 

“In examining the Hebrew original 
and its English translation I found that 
the concluding paragraph of the Jewish 
Declaration of Independence was omitted 
in that translation, ‘Placing our trust in 
the God of Israel, we hereby seal this 
proclamation.’ ” 

The opening paragraph clearly states, 
“The land of Israel was the place where 
our spiritual, religious, and national 
identity was formed, . , . Here they 
wrote and gave the Bible to the world.” 

He calls attention to the fact that since 
the British mandate expired on the Sab- 
bath, the delegates, in order not to break 
Sabbath sanctity, convened and sealed 
the Declaration of Independence a few 
hours before the Sabbath. “Even in the 
most ‘secularist’ colonies in the land of 
Israel, chapters of the Bible, especially 
the Prophets, are regularly read before 
the evening meal.” 

The unhappy war in Palestine has, ac- 
cording to Miss Frances Jenkins Olcott 
who has spent much time in Jerusalem, 
brought undeserved suffering to Chris- 
tian Arabs, 139,285 of them. They are 
in danger. The Arab-Christian busi- 
ness quarter outside the Damascus Gate 
has been seized; also the parklike Tal- 
bieh Christian quarter with its magnifi- 
cent houses and furnishings. One can 
only hope that if the Jews get control 
of the land they may treat their oppo- 
nents with magnanimity. Mr. Hoover 
suggests an immediate transformation of 
rich Mesopotamian lands as a home for 
Arabs, 

Miss Olcott writes me one thing which 
is not well known. Arab farmers pro- 
duce large amounts of fine fruit. “When 
I was there, the Jewish retail stores 
depended on the Arab wholesale market 
on Jaffa Road. It was the Arabs who 
put the Jaffa orange on the world mar- 
ket before the Zionists learned from 
them to grow them. A while back, the 
New York Times stated that Palestine 
Arabs owned a half or more of the citrus 
fruits.” 


In the delegation sent to the World 
Council at Amsterdam to represent the 
churches of America, were denomina+ 
tional officials, professors in modernist 
seminaries, and many who were not at 
all markedly representative. Those who 
are doing the work of the Church were 
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not there. Thus, Dr, Walter A. Maier 
is actually the most ecumenical person- 
age in the United States, speaking liter- 
ally to the ends of the earth. So re- 
garded is he that, in three recent weeks, 
more than a hundred thousand letters 
were received by his office in St. Louis, 
Similarly remarkable is the international 
evangelism of Messrs. Jones and Larsen 
and Aldema of the great Quito (Ecua- 
dor) HCJB station. Dr. and Mrs. Kel- 
lersberger of the American Mission to 
Lepers are in the front line of the 
Church; also Dr. Rambo, the great helper 
of India’s blind; and Dr. Mary Eastman 
in Angola; and Dr. Chisholm, veteran 


missionary physician in Korea; and Dr.. 


Wilson, also of Korea, in charge of the 
largest leper colony existing. 

Able Dr, Lehmann of Christ’s Mis- 
sion, New York, is the outstanding rep- 
resentative of the Church’s ministry to 
Roman Catholics. Then there are pas- 
tors of great churches— Dr. Barnhouse, 
Dr. Ockenga, Dr. Ketcham, Dr. Shuler, 
Dr. Robert E. Lee, and Dr. Oswald 
Smith, The leaders in Jewish missions 
— Dr. Appelman, Mr, Forell, Mr. George 
T. B. Davis, and Mr. Kligerman; of Rus- 
sian evangelism — Mr. Neprash; of Ital- 
ian evangelism — Mr. Testa, Mr. Calian- 
dro, and Dr. Fama; of Spanish-American 
evangelism — Mr. Cotto Reyes; of French- 
Canadian evangelism — Mr. Giguerre and 
Mr. Lanctin. 

Also missionary statesmen as Charles 
Ernest Scott, Samuel Zwemer, and Cam- 
eron Townsend; temperance leaders as 
Samuel Morris; leaders in children’s 
work as Miss Traber with her hundreds 
of Bible Clubs; laymen like Arnold 
Grunigen, Mr. LeTourneau, and Charles 
Fuller of the air ministry, Mr. Weyer- 
hauser, and Mr. Stine, the DuPont chem- 
ist. Christian scholars like Theodore 
Graebner, Oswald Allis, and Wilbur 
Smith should have been invited, and 
educationalists such as Dr. Buswell, Dr. 
Van Til, and Dr. MacRae. Then the 
leaders of the Bible Institutes — Bishop 
Culbertson, Dr. McQuilkin, Dr. Walter 
Wilson, Dr. Ferrin, Mr. Maxwell of Al- 
berta; and the Youth for Christ leader, 
Torrey Johnson— what a multitude. of 
Christians they stand for! 


The brewers have engaged six of the 
leading artists of the United States to 
design a series of beautiful pictures for 
their “Home Life in America” adver- 
tising. For the first time in its exist- 
ence, McCall’s, one of the finest and old- 
est of women’s mdgazines, has been 
seduced into running these advertise- 
ments glamorizing “the kiss of the hops” 
(or the “slops,” if you wish it). McCall’s 
exact circulation is, today, 3,599,402, That 
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of other magazines, which have fallen 
for this beer propaganda, brings the 
number up to above eighteen million 
homes! 

McCall’s excuses itself with the alibi 
that beer is not harmful if not misused. 
Now the beer of Sweden does not run 
above 3.2 per cent of alcohol, which our 
all-wise Government has declared unin- 
toxicating. But about a tenth of the 
alcoholics in Swedish sanatoria for alco- 
holics are so-called “Pilsener drunkards,” 
sick men and women who have been 
brought to internment by this “unintoxi- 
cating” beer. The great psychiatrist 
Krapelin insisted that beer could pro- 
duce typical delirium tremens. Yet the 
sale of this drink is to be helped on by 
McCall’s! Its harmful use lies in the 
fact that it incites to misuse and to the 
use of stronger drinks. 


In Annam the opium dens operated by 
the French are given the title of Salles 
de Désintoxication, which might be 
translated, “Temperance Parlors.” The 
contention that beer is a temperance 
drink is no less ridiculously hypocritical. 


Alcohol advertisements are heavily 
taxed in Switzerland and false state- 
ments in the advertisements are doubly 
taxed. Give this information to your 
representative in the state legislature. 
He is ever on the lookout for new ob- 
jects of taxation. 


Youth for Christ Is Registering New 
Victories—The success of the congress 
at Beattenberg, Switzerland, amazed 
even the most optimistic delegates. Dr. 
Oswald J. Smith of Toronto declared 
that it was “the most spiritual and most 
forward-looking conference” he had ever 
attended; and Col, Paul Maddox, Chief 
of Chaplains of the European theater 
and head of the forty delegates from 
Germany, remarked: “The Berlin air- 
lift has been called the most colossal 
movement of its kind in the world. Youth 
for Christ is an even greater one— the 
Gospel lift to win young people to Jesus 
Christ.” - 

There were 500 delegates from 25 
nations. The meetings were held in 
the splendid new Bible House of Dr. and 
Mrs, Wasserzug, the former fashionable 
Schweitzerhof Hotel, which came into 
their possession this year for the aston- 
ishingly lbw price of £16,000 (furniture 
and equipment included). It was notice- 
able how many of the Italian delegation 
had university distinctions, among them 
being the Rev, Ugo de Lucia, who, until 
his recent conversion in Youth for Christ 
meetings in Naples, was attached to the 
youth propaganda of the Vatican. . 

Following the Congress twenty Gospel 
teams fanned out to conduct rallies in 
200 cities in ten countries during Sep- 
tember. Two meetings in Barcelona 
were projected, one in the Forum at 
Rome, one in the amphitheater in Nimes, 
another at the Bislet Stadium in Oslo. 
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We may add that in a Youth for Christ 
campaign meeting in Nanching, China, 
last summer, with six thousand in at- 
tendance, two thousand decision cards 
were signed, and each of the signers 
taught five steps to salvation, memoriz- 
ing proof-texts for each step. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
From France comes the news of the 
death of M. Delord, who for nearly fifty 
years engaged in work among lepers, 
first in New Caledonia and later in 
France. The Moravian Mission, in gen- 
eral, is called “the deaconess of people 
in agony.” A similar spirit informed M. 
Delord when he began his work in 1897 
on the little island of Maré. After many 
years in the South Seas, he came home 
and, in co-operation with the American 
Mission to Lepers, worked at organiza- 
tion of leper relief in Tahiti, the Loy- 
alty Islands, and Madagascar. Finaliy, 
with the financial assistance cf the late 
Justin Abbott, an American Board mis- 
sionary in India, he was able to pur- 
chase an old Carthusian monastery in 
the South of France as a refuge for 
French victims of the same disease, and 
here he labored until his death. 


Mrs. Hugh Price Hughes, of the West 
London, Mission, has gone on at the age 
of ninety-four. As her husband, she had 
platform ability of rare order, but she 
is best known for her work among 
abused women. She was assocmted with 
that great reformer, Mrs. Josephine But- 
ler, and also led the Sisterhood of the 
People of the West London Mission. 
This sisterhood had a Hostel for Home- 
less Girls on Drury Lane, London, and 
a Home for Mothers at Parkhurst. A 
Katherine Price Hughes Hostel to accom- 
modate two thousand girls is planned 
as a memorial to this her ministry. 


Personal.—The late William S. Knud- 
son, former president of General Motors, 
was a regular attendant at Epiphany 
Lutheran Church, Detroit, to which he 
belonged. The church was built chiefly 
at his expense, as was the Lutheran In- 
stitute for the Deaf. He was a member 
of the Salvation Army Board of Di- 
rectors and of the American Bible So- 
ciety. It is interesting to learn that 
Walter Reuther, of the United Automo- 
bile Workers Union, is a member of the 
same church, which suggests opportune 
co-operation in time of labor difficulty. 

Mr. John Ritchie, after serving forty- 
two years in Peru, now retires to his 
native Scotland. He was the leader in 
the movement in the early years of the 
century which gave Peru freedom of 
worship through a constitutional amend- 
ment adopted in 1915. He organized 
among the Indians living in the Cordil- 
lera of interior Peru, sixty-three con- 
gregations, the nucleus of a larger group 
of self-supporting churches. He has 
been pastor of a large church in Lima, 
manager of the mission publishing house 
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there, secretary of the Bible Society’s 
Andean agency, first chairman for ten 
years of the Synod of the Evangelical 
Church of Peru, and much more. A 
statesman as well as a great missionary, 


Mr. Joseph C, Atkinson, a Methodist 
layman who has just died at the age of 
eighty-two, became editor of the Toronto 
Star at the age of thirty-four when its 
circulation was only 4,500. As a result 
of his ability and hard work it is today 
370,000, and its weekly edition is now the 
most widely circulated paper in Canada, 
with a sale of 920,000. “Throughout his 
career,” writes the Methodist Recorder, 
“he used his newspapers to propagate 
his religious and philanthropic convic- 
tions and also upheld high ideals of 
social justice. In his will he leaves his 
papers to the care of seven trustees, 
who are charged with the duty of devot- 
ing the profits periodically to religious, 
charitable, and educational objects in the 
Province of Ontario.” 


The. Christian Mission to Churchless 
Communities tells of the ministry of the 
Rev. and Mrs. Frank L. Smith in the Col- 
ored schools of South Carolina and Vir- 
ginia. They taught the Gospel in thir- 
teen Virginia schools with a total of 899 
pupils and 26 teachers, giving out 347 
Gospels, and 59 New Testaments, There 
were many confessions of Christ. The 
Colored supervisors of the schools have 
strongly affirmed the great change in the 
conduct of school children after these 
meetings. Turbulent classes have been 
quieted. “The period of the school day 
that the children in these thirteen 
schools now look forward to is the one 
when they sing Gospel choruses and re- 
peat Scripture verses.” 


The Bible Institute of the Orinoco 
River Mission, at the opening of the 
school year, listens to returning students 
as they report on their Christian testi- 
mony in vacation time. 

“That tall, dark boy who just spoke 
comes from the El Callao district to 
the south of the Orinoco River and 
near the border of British Guiana. Two 
months of his vacation period were spent 
in the gold mining town of El Dorado, 
where, besides regular evangelistic 
preaching, he had the opportunity of 
visiting the federal penitentiary three 
times weekly and doing personal work 
among prisoners and guards. From 


- there he went to Tucupita evangelizing 


in the delta of the Orinoco for two 
The summary of his report on 
vacation activities shows sixteen con- 
fessions of. faith, 

“That nice-looking girl was one of a 
party in an evangelistic tour covering 
most of the eastern part of the State 
of Sucro and Margarita Island. They 
visited a dozen towns and villages. She 
reported thirteen confessions of faith 
and was radiant with the joy of her ex- 
perience,” 
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The Rev. and Mrs. Donaldson, Bible 
Presbyterians, driven out of Palestine 
by the disturbances there, have taken 
refuge in Cyprus. The Jewish settle- 
ment of Kfar Etzion, visible from the 
Donaldson home, was wiped out by 
Arabs and every inhabitant massacred. 


Mr. Donaldson is now teaching in the 
American Academy in Larnaca, Cyprus. 
This school has 385 students from 70 places 
in Cyprus and from Iraq, Syria, Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Tanganyika, and Egypt. Each 
student is required to take an hour of 
Bible study daily, and Mr. Donaldson, 
besides teaching English and geography 
three hours, teaches three hours of 
Scripture also, daily. He preaches twice 
on Sunday and has charge of the Chris- 
tian Endeavor. This school gives to 
Cyprus much ofits leadership, and most 
of the boys are spoken for before gradu- 
ation. 


Recently, revival has broken out, “We 
began to have nine or ten in the inquiry 
room each night. These new converts 
began to meet at noon and again after 
the evening service, almost demanding 
a second service. This gave them three 
meetings a day in ‘addition to their 
studies. They began to testify and pray 
before one another with joy and power. 
On Friday evening, I asked four of them 
to witness before the whole church. 
Some were a bit fearful, but when. the 
time came they acted like veteran 
preachers, even calling upon the entire 
congregation to pray with them. There 
was neither time nor need for my ser- 
mon. Out of fifty to sixty who came 
seeking the Lord, thirty or forty have 
formed themselves into a happy, holy 
band which meets for fellowship and 
study one hour a day. In this group 
are Greeks, Turks, Armenians, and even 
a Jew and a black Abyssinian.” 


We have learned of the blasphemies 
of Communism and the -dangers from 
Communism through the Committee on 
Un-American Activities. Now comes a 
proposal to examine the political record of 
Romanism in these United States. It comes 
from former U. S. District Court Judge 
Albert Levitt, of Santa Monica, Calif., 
and is addressed to the chairman of the 
House Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities, Congressman J. Parnell Thomas, 
himself a Roman Catholic: 

“I respectfully request that your Com- 
mittee investigate the un-American ac- 
tivities of the Roman Catholic Church 
in the United States. I am willing to 
appear before your Committee and pre- 
sent, under oath, so as to be subject to 
the pains and penalties of perjury, con- 
clusive documentary proof that the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in the United 
States is engaged in subversive activities 
which are undermining our American 
form of government and are designed 
to destroy the political and religious 
freedom of our people.” 


Judge Levitt, who, by the way, holds 
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degrees from Harvard, Yale, and Co- 
lumbia, would never make such a state- 
ment unless he had evidence. He should 
be heard by this Committee. 

Professor Laski, in a recent article in 
the Nation, says of Roman Catholic 
subterranean operations: “It has im- 
mense influence over the movie industry, 
not least where films of a political com- 
plexion are concerned. It is with 
subtlety and skill attempting to estab- 
lish a concealed control of trade unions. 
And to this must be added the significant 
fact that the members of the Roman 
Catholic Church seem able, like their 
co-religionists in Great Britain, to ob- 
tain pivotal posts in the foreign service, 
exercising a power of infiltration which 
must make members of the Communist 
party feel that they are infants at the 
game.” 


Brazilian Methodists have established 
in the state of Espiritu Santo a rural 
institute on a 200-acre farm, where young 
people will be given instruction, both 
practical and scholastic. Young people 
are to work their way through, and then 
return to the home churches to teach 
what they have learned. It aims to be 
self-supporting in time. The State Agri- 
cultural College has donated tools, seeds, 
and insecticides, and local residents have 
helped with free labor. A local dentist 
and a pbysician also give medical care 
without charge. 


Australians have established in Borneo 
an evangelical mission which has 
published its thirteenth annual report. 
During the war its missionaries with- 
drew into the interior to escape Japanese 
arrest and engaged in learning the lan- 
guages of the interior and in translating 
Scripture into these dialects. They were 
also able to evangelize the Meruts, an 
interior tribe, and Mr. Davidson put the 
Gospel of Luke into the Merut language. 
Later the Japanese tracked them down, 
and for three years held them in con- 
centration camps where they were able 
to study Malay and Dusan with teachers 
also interned. On release they found 
that Christian natives had largely 
maintained their witness, and that those 
who had fallen away were eager to 
return. An outstanding opposition now 
comes from Moslem missionaries who 
were ‘active in wartime when Christian 
missionaries were imprisoned. 


An article in Sunday describes the 
great work of Mr. Lawrence Saint, 
stained-glass expert who did one of the 
large windows in the Episcopal Cathe- 
dral in Washington. “Ernst ist das 
Leben; heiter ist die Kunst,’ was 
Goethe’s apothegm. “Life is earnest; 
art is joyous.” Beside Mr. Saint’s crafts- 
man’s joy in the beauties of the great 
cathedral rose window he designed and 
executed is to be set the earnestness of 
a devout Christian life. He is, we are 
told, a deacon in a sound Baptist church 
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who thinks of soul-winning as the Chris- 
tian’s first duty, who conducts prayers 
in his family, tithes his income, rests on 
Sunday, not allowing even a Sunday 
paper in his house, and believes Christ 
the sole answer to the world’s need and 
the world’s sin. 


His father was a Methodist preacher. 
His eight children are Christians, all 
bearing Biblical names. One son, Mr. 
Phil Saint, is the well-known evangelist. 


Another layman, Mr. Thomas R. Allen, 
served in the first World War and on 
coming home in 1919 went into the Con- 
tinental Iron and Steel Company, of 
which he’ is now treasurer. He is one 
of the founders of Christian Missions, 
Inc., is president of the board of the 
Good Shepherd Mission, Paterson, N. J., 
a leader among the Gideons, and a 
trustee of the Florence Crittendon Home. 
He is also minister of a little chapel in 
Towaco, N. J., which grew out of his 
ministry to children in his home whom 
he taught with lantern slides and object 
lessons. With the aid of young people 
from this chapel, Mrs. Allen conducts 
meetings at the North Jersey Training 
School for Girls, a state institution. Mr, 
Allen’s two daughters were trained at 
Wheaton College, one of them now be- 
ing a graduate nurse of St. Luke’s Hos- 
pital, New York. We may add that his 
son, a pilot.in the second World War, 
was shot down in Germany, and spent 
a year and a half in a Nazi camp. 

Such families are the strength of both 
church and nation, 


The Aglipayan Church in the Philip- 
pines has, by an almost unanimous vote 
of the Protestant Episcopal House of 
Bishops, been granted apostolic suc- 
cession, an endowment, at most, of 
purely hypothetical character. Now let 
us pray that it may be endued with the 
Holy Spirit and that American Epis- 
copalians will see to it that every mem- 
ber—and there are hundreds of thou- 
sands—be provided with the Word, 
through which the Spirit works. 


Brief Notes 


A combined evangelization movement 
in May covered eight sections of Paris 
in which thirty-two pastors and Sal- 
vationist officers and twelve laymen 
preached Christ with the co-operation 
of eighteen choirs of some thirty singers 
each. Sixty thousand francs’ worth of 
books and pamphlets were sold, and all 
expenses met and beyond. 


Tens of thousands are leaving the Rus- 
sian North of Korea to seek freedom in 
the American zone. Very many of these 
are Christians who infuse new life into 
the church in the South. They start new 
church groups and make them centers 
of vigorous evangelism. Under the lead- 
ership of these men from the north over 
forty new churches have sprung up in 
and around Seoul, 
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Il. Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. 


Legal expressions found in the New Testament and particularly in Paul's Epistles 


By DAVID K. BREED, LL.B, 


This is the second and concluding part of the article by Mr. Breed, a 
member of the St. Louis Bar, prepared as a side light on the Interna- 
tional Uniform Sunday School Lesson for October 17, “Law in the 


Bible.” 


His two articles are being reprinted in a sixteen-page pam- 


phlet, and may be had postpaid at 10 cents a copy; six copies for 50 
cents, 12 for 90 cents, 50 for $3.50, and 100 for $6 from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


T WAS seen last week that it is not 

mere coincidence but by the grace of 
God that the two great Biblical writers 
on legal subjects were lawyers before 
they entered upon their ministry. Moses 
was trained in theology, medicine, law, 
music, and architecture before he be- 
came the leader of the Children of Is- 
rael, and Paul was. a law-priest in the 
Sanhedrin before he was called to the 
Christian apostleship. Last week we 
saw that many of the Mosaic laws are 
enforced in our courts today. This week 
we turn to a study of Pauline law today 
and a brief comment on the trial of 
Christ. 


II. Pautine Law In Our TIMES 


In an approach to law as expounded 
by Paul, the shift of emphasis is very 
important. Moses, as we saw last week, 
put law in terse form to be followed 
by the Hebrews. Paul uses legal prin- 
ciples as parables or illustrations of 
Christian teaching. In the writing of 
the apostle we do not find the “thou 
shalt not” of the Commandments, but 
rather the idea, as in Romans 8:1-5, 
that the Spirit of Christ will fulfill the 
law; or, as in the third chapter of 1 
Corinthians where Paul argues that be- 
cause, under law, man can make a cove- 
nant or will! yet Christ by.His prom- 
ise of salvation to them who believe has 
taken the saints out of the penalty of 
the law—which is our schoolmaster — 
that we may be justified by faith. Paul 
teaches us that no man can live up to 
the rigid requirements of law, due to 
human weaknesses; therefore Christ 
came to redeem sinners from the penal- 
ties of the law. 


In the first chapter of Ephesians, Paul 
says the death of Christ paid the earnest 
money on our heavenly Home! We are 
all familiar with the idea in modern 
law and custom that earnest money 
binds a bargain. Paul states positively 
that the Holy Spirit of promise —i.e., 
the promise of salvation through faith 
in Christ—is “the earnest of our in- 
heritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of 
his glory” (v. 14). Paul goes on to 
expound the duties of children to honor 
their parents, and servants to obey their 





1Gr., “diatheke,” or “‘testament” (Gal. 3:16). 


masters (Eph, 6:1-9), and these duties 
agree with both Mosaic and modern law. 

To Timothy, Paul writes that law is 
made not for a righteous man but for 
the lawless and disobedient (1 Tim. 1); 
and goes on to write Titus that followers 
of Christ will also obey the earthly law 
of the magistrates; hence, no good Chris- 
tian can ever advocate civil disobedience 
(Titus 3:1, 2; Matt, 22:21; Heb. 13:17).2 

Ig Hebrews, Paul uses many other 
legal illustratidns, but, in particular, 
states that Christ, as our High Priest be- 
fore the throne of God “after the order 
of Melchisedec,” is a “surety of a better 
testament” (Heb. 7:21, 22). Modern law 
recognizes suretyship, and it is signifi- 
cant to compare, in this connection, the 
idea that in Koine Greek studies, archae- 
ologists have not only established that 
there was a law of suretyship in those 
days, but that John taught that the 
“Heavenly mansions” are “habitable 
real estate acceptable for bail bonds.” 3 
Again, we find the same idea of surety- 
ship in the teaching that our Master is 
our “Kinsman-Redeemer” (Lev. 25:25; 
Jer, 32:7, 8). 

Another idea that Paul develops is 
that the earthly Church is the body of 
Christ. Paul, of course, had studied un- 
der Gamaliel, a doctor of laws,~at a 
time whgn the law recognized corpora- 
tions;4 and when we remeniber that 
the death of an A. T.-& T. stockholder 
does not disrupt our telephone service, 
and that some corporations have been 
in existence almost 600 years,5 the per- 
petual succession of corporate person- 
ality helps one to understand the bless- 
ing of Christian immortality. It helps 
one also to understand the New Tes- 
tament as the very will of Christ—a 
will leaving salvation to those who are 
in the body of Christ—the Christian 
Church, 

Paul, also in his Letter to the Hebrews, 
states the old Mosaic Law that a testa- 
ment (will) must be sealed in blood and 





2See also White, “The Law in the Scrip- 
tures,” p. 382. 

%The Rev. Harry Rimmer, D.D., “Voices 
From the Silent Centuries,” p. 68, commenting 
on literal trans. of John 14:2. 

*Sohm, “Institutes of Roman Law” (Ledlie 
tr., 1926), p. 186. 


5St. Peter’s College, Cambridge, England, 
incorporated A.D. 1284. 
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is not of any power until the testator 
is dead: “For where a testament is, 
there must also be the death of the 
testator” (Heb. 9:16). 

The history of the law of wills is both 
a fascinating study and an illustration 
of the universal custom of men. Our 
laws today recognize wills. The Code 
of Hammurabi, in Babylon in 2250 B.C., 
provided for wills. Modern scholars 
have made speculation as to whether or 
not the statement of Abraham, “Lo, one 
born in my hause is mine heir” (Gen. 
15:3; cf. Gen. 48:21; Gal, 3:15; 1 Cor. 11: 
25), may not have been the first record 
of a Hebrew will, if not indeed the first 
record of a will in all history. Perhaps 
the writer may pardonably relate a 
testimony he has given in several Chris- 
tian groups. Examine your copy of the 
Bible. There is a title page for the Holy 
Bible, and about two-thirds through the 
Book is a title page for the New Testa- 
ment, but there is no title page for the 
Old Testament. Why? Is it not because 
the Greek Word meaning “testament” 
is the word that was used in Greek law 
for “will”? Christ said of the Com- 
munion cup, “This cup is the new testa- 
ment [diatheke] in my blood” (1 Cor. 
11:25). Therefore, that portion of the 
Bible referred to as the New Testament 
is literally Christ’s Will—how that we 
should believe and live, saved by His 
atoning blood! 

In passing, we will refer to a number 
of other New Testament legal expres- 
sions that reflect law today: The early 
Christians held property in common 
(Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35); Gamaliel was 
“a doctor of the law” (Acts 5:34); Paul 
taught that Christ was raised from the 
dead to save us from the penalties of 
the law of Moses (Acts 13:23, 28-31, 39, 
47); Jason gave bail that Paul and Jason 
would keep the peace—i.e., a “peace 
bond” (Acts 17:5-9); mob rule or “lynch 
law” was illegal in Ephesus (Acts 19: 
35-39); and Paul used his Roman citi- 
zenship as legal basis for appeal to 
Czesar and was sent to Rome for trial 
(Acts 25:11); the marriage contract is 
bound by law as well as by a Christian 
duty (1 Cor. 7:10-40); and the glory of 
law under the New Testament is not in 
its letter (or technicality), but in the 
spirit of the law (2 Cor. 3:4-6), because 
“the just shall live by faith” (Gal. 3:11), 
but the law is “not made for a righteous 
man, but for the lawless and disobe- 
dient” (1 Tim, 1:9). 

Paul’s legalism reaches a blessed cli- 
max in his Letter to the Hebrews, where 
he teaches that the scepter of God has 
been given to Jesus to rule over His 
Kingdom (Heb. 1:8), because Christ was 
given in fulfillment of God’s covenant 
(contract) with Abraham (Heb. 6) which 
is the “everlasting covenant” (Isa. 4:3; 
Heb. 13:20), in that Jesus was “made .a 
surety of a better testament” (Heb. 7: 
22), which White, in his book on “The 


(Continued on page 894) 
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LESSON 4. OCTOBER 24. HISTORY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 


1 Kings 4:21 to 11:13, printed text, 4:21-29; 11:6, 9-11 
Golden Text.—Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.—Psa. 33:12 


Kinc JaMEs VERSION 


1 Kings 4:21 And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the 
river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of 
Egypt: they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days 
of his life. 

22 And Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty measures 
of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal, 

23 Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an 
hundred sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, and fallowdeer, and 
fatted fowl. 

24 For he had dominion over all the region on this side the 
river, from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on this side 
the river: and he had peace on all sides round about him. 

25 And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his 
vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all 
the days of Solomon. 

26 And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his 


28 Barley also and straw for the horses and dromedaries brought 
they unto the place where the officers were, every man according 
to his charge. 

29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceed- 
ing much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on 
the sea shore. ’ 


Chap. 11:6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lorn, and 
went not fully after the Lorn, as did David his father. 


9 And the Lorp was angry with Solomon, because his heart was 
turned from the Lorp God of Israel, which had appeared unto 
him twice, 

10 And had commanded him concerning’ this thing, that he 
should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the 
Lorp commanded. : 

- 11 Wherefore the Lorp said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this 
is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my 
statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the 


chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. 


27 And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, and 
for all that came unto king Solomon's table, every man in his 


month: they’ lacked nothing. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


LARGE part of the Holy Scrip- 
A ture is devoted to history: In 

Genesis, the history of a certain 
part of mankind from creation to the 
Deluge. In Exodus, Numbers, and Deu- 
teronomy, the history of Israel’s deliver- 
ance from Egypt and God’s care of them 
in the wilderness. Then in the Books 
of Joshua, Judges, and Ruth, the history 
of the nation in its early years in Ca- 
naan. The Books of Samuel, Kings, and 
Chronicles give us the history of the 
kingdom of Israel and Judah, while Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Esther give us the his- 
tory of the remnant in a later day. In 
the New Testament we have one dis- 
tinctively historical book—the Acts— 
giving us the story of the first thirty 
years of the church. 

Men often speak of Hebrew myths and 
Jewish folklore, applying these terms 
to the historical records of the Bible. 
But the Holy Spirit tells us that “all 
these things happened unto them for en- 
samples” (1 Cor, 10:11), and these words 
refer to all that is written concerning 
the experiences of the Hebrew people. 
Merely human records are likely to be 
colored to a large extent by the con- 
victions or prejudices of those who write 
them. It is otherwise with these di- 
vinely inspired histories. The Spirit of 
God reveals the full truth, making 
known the evil and the good to which 
men and nations give themselves. As 
we read these impartial records we seem 
to see individuals and nations exposed 
to the judgment of a hcly God. It is 


’ 


like antedating the great day of judg- 
ment when every work will be made 
manifest, whether it be good or whether 
it be evil. “Righteousness,” we are ‘told, 
“exalteth a nation: but sin is a. reproach 
to any people” (Prov. 14:34). This prin- 
ciple comes out clearly in Bible history. 
There is something sublime as we see 
the great panorama of human life spread 
out before God, who sees the end from 
the beginning and orders all things after 
the counsel of His own will. It has been 
well said. that “all history is His story.” 


The Historical Setting 


Solomon, the third and last king who 
reigned over all Israel and Judah, was 
the son of David by Bathsheba. He 
reigned from 1015 B.C. 975 B.c., ac- 
cording to the generally accepted chron- 
ology. He was noted for his wisdom 
‘and justice. Several books of the Old 
Testament were from his pen. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 4:21.—“Solomon reigned” over 
a much wider extent of territory than 
the Hebrew people had occupied up to 
his time. His kingdom took in the full 
limits which God had promised to Abra- 
ham long years, before (Gen. 15:18-21). 
Under Solomon’s wise government, peace 
and prosperity prevailed, 


Verses 22, 23.—“‘Solomcn’s provision.” 
The enormous quantities of food of all 
kinds here mentioned were for the up- 
keep of the royal household and the 
king’s servants who assisted in the ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the vast 
empire. 


Verse 24—“‘He had peace on all sides 
round about him.” Thus had God ful- 
filled the promise or covenant He had 


kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education,: 

and used by permission. 


made with David. During all the years 
that Solomon honored God, the kingdom 
was blessed in a marvelous way and 
many nations, as well as Israel, were 
subject to his sway. 


Verse 25.—“Judah and Israel dwelt 
safely.” An ideal social condition existed, 
as every man dwelt securely under his 
own vine and fig tree. 


Verse 26.—“Solomon had forty thou- 
sand stalls of horses for his chariots.” 
This gives us some idea of the vast army 
wherewith Solomon protected his king- 
dom and also manifested his regal power 
and authority. Twelve thousand horse- 
men are also mentioned, of whose duties 
we read ir the next verse. 


Verse 27.—“Those officers provided 
victual for king Solomon, and for all 
that came unto king Solomon’s table.” 
Every man. had his special responsibil- 
ity, a certain quota having charge of 


these affairs for each particular month, ~ 


and as a result of their service nothing 
was lacking in the way of provision for 
Solomon’s household. 


Verse 28.—“Every man according to his 
charge.” The principle laid down here 
may well speak to our own hearts, for 
our risen Lord has appointed every one 
of His servants to some special ministry. 
It is all-important that we know what 
our work is and that we do it in sub- 
jection to the Lord. 


Verse 29.—“God gave Solomon wisdom 
and understanding exceeding much.” In 
answer to the young king’s prayer for 
wisdom, God gave far beyond his re- 
quest, so that Solomon became noted 
throughout the world as the wisest of 
rulers. What a tragedy to think that 


one who began so well ended so badly! 
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Chap. 11:6.—“Solomon did evil in the 
sight of the Lord.” So far had he de- 
parted from the high ideals of his youth 
and the faithfulness to God that then char- 
acterized him, that he even fostered 
idolatry because of the influence of his 
heathen wives. 


Verse 9.—“The Lord was angry with 
Solomon, because his heart was turned 
from the Lord God of Israel.” The 
king’s apostasy brought upon him the 
indignation of -Jehovah, whom he had 
so grievously dishonored. 


Verse 10.—“He kept not that which the 
Lord commanded.” Very definitely God 
had warned Solomon of the great sin 
of turning to idolatry, but because of 
the influence of his pagan wives the 
wretched king forgot the great responsi- 
bilities resting upon him and turned 
aside after the false gods of the heathen. 

Verse 11—‘“Forasmuch as this is done 
of thee ... I will surely rend the king- 
dom from thee.” In righteous judgrhent 
p God declared He would take away do- 
* minion from the house of King Solomon. 
This He did partially in the days of 
Rehoboam, and nearly completeiy, four 
centuries later, in the days of Zedekiah 
(2 Kings 25:1-9). Nevertheless, His 
covenant with David shall stand (Psa. 
89: 34-37), but through the enthronement 
of Jesus, Son of David after the flesh 
through Nathan (Luke 3:31), not Solo- 
mon. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We are told that “the fear of the Lord, 
that is wisdom” (Job 28:28). By “fear” 
is meant not dread, but reverence for. 
Ile who has regard for the Word of God 
an@ seeks to do His will is truly wise. 
As one walks with Him, He, by the 
Spirit, gives knowledge and understand- 
ing. It was this that characterized Solo- 
mon’s early days. In later years he be- 
came self-sufficient and self-indulgent, 
and so the wisest man became a fool, 
and instead of being subject to the Law 
of the Lord, he erred by taking the path 
of disobedience and became the tool of 
designing women. His failure is re- 
corded as a warning to us all. There is 
no safety except as we walk with God. 
Past experiences will not suffice for the 
preagnt or insure future integrity. We 
need grace to order our ways daily by 
the revealed Word of God, for only as we 


do this can we count on the Divine ap- 


proval. 


Lesson Outline 
RIsE AND FALL oF SoLomon’s KiIncpoM 


1. Solomon’s glorious reign (1 Kings 4: 
21-29) 

2. Solomon’s grievous backsliding (chap. 
11:6) 


3. Divine judgment on king and nation 
(vs. 9-11) 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Whenever and wherever tested by 
God, man has proved himself to be a 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. October 17.—Law in the Bie. Le- 
viticus 19:1-18; Deuteronomy 5 
and 6; Matthew 22:34-40 


’ Next Week’s Lesson 
5. October 31.—Wisdom Literature in 
the Bible (Temperance Lesson). 
Proverbs 1:8; 3:3a; 4:1; 6:27, 28; 
8:1-11; 10:1-9; 15:1; 18:9; 22:1la; 
25:13ab, 28; Ecclesiastes 1 to 3; 
James 3:13-18 








failure. Of all who had gone before 
him, none attained to the wisdom of 
Solomon; yet even he sinned grievously 
by forgetting the commandments of the 
Lord (1 Kings 11:11), and so brought 
grief and ruin at last upon Israel, Un- 
der his reign they reached the highest 
pinnacle of worldly glory. Because of 
sin, both his and theirs, they became at 
last an outcast people, driven from their 
land and wandering in pain and wretch- 
edness among the Gentiles. Sin always 
brings disaster. May we, as.a nation, 
learn from their sad history the folly 
of turning away from the paths of right- 
eousness. 


Summaries and Applications 


Had Solomon kept on in the spirit in 
which he began his reign, how different 
would have been his last days! Are we 
endeavoring to keep to the ideals set 
forth in the Holy Scriptures, that thus 
we may be kept from that which will 
bring regret and sorrow as we look back 
over our lives? 

God has given us the records of the 
failures of His servants that we may be 
warned thereby, so as to avoid the same 
snares that tripped them up. 

' Satan delights to lead an eminent 
servant of the Lord into some grave 
sin, that the name of God may be dis- 
honored and the work of Christ suffer. 

Self-confidence is the first step toward 
backsliding. We are safe from sin only 
as we realize our own weakness and keep 
close to God. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
HAT constitutes the ultimate unity of 
history? 


2. What is the ultimate goal of his- 
tory? 


3. What moral principle runs through all 
history? 


4. What are the chief issues of the his- 
tory of Israel? 


5. What did Solomon .multiply that were 
forbidden to a king of Israel? 


6. Why was the multiplication of wives 
specially perilous? ' 


7. How was Solomon's sin aggravated? 


8. How can the tragedy of a blighted old 
age be avoided? 


9. What double mercy did God show to 
Solomon for David's sake? 


10. What lies behind that phrase, 
David my servant's sake”? 


(Answers on page 890) 


“for 
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When a child gets his’ eyes off the 
Lord there is no depth of iniquity and 
infamy into which he may not sink, 

In the day of prosperity we need to 
abide in a sense of our dependence on 
God, lest through pride and carelessness 
we fall into the condemnation of the 
Devil. 

No nation has ever prospered for long 
whose people forsook the ways of right- 
eousness and dishonored God by disobe- 
dience to His Word, . 

No man ever had a greater oppor- 
tunity to glorify God than King Solo- 
mon, but he frittered it away by self- 
indulgence at the last. 

No one was more desirous to see Solo- 
mon’s life a success than the God of his 
father David, whose prayers had ascended 
heavenward for his son for many years. 

The path of obedience is the path 
of safety, but the road of self-will leads 
to temporal and spiritual ruin, 

CHICAGO. 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who dost seek to guide and 
correct us through the story of Thine 
ancient people Israel, help us to learn 
the lessons of their past and to profit 
by them. Shed light on Thy Word be- 
fore us now, and incline us to heed its 
warning for our day. Give all men to 
see that true blessedness for every nation 
lies in knowing, obeying, and serving 
Thee. By the going forth of Thy Gospel 
today draw’ many to Thyself. Cleanse 
us, Father, from all our sin, and give 
us more fully of Thy Spirit that we may 
faithfully walk in all Thy ways. Where 
there are pain, want, and sorrow, be 
present to help and comfort, we pray. 
Bless and use all who toil to make Christ 
known, and give a great and gracious 
revival to Thy Church that Christ may 
be seen in all His people, and through 
them His touch of blessing might come 
with fresh power to our needy world. 


We ask all in our dear Redeemer’s name, 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—We who live in 
North America live in the most pros- . 
perous area of the world today, and that 
is a very dangerous thing for us. The 
very splendor and prosperity of Solo- 
mon’s reign were his undoing. Despite a 





ARE WE NOW 


RULED BY Gorn?" 


OLD? 
good start, he did not fully follow the 
Lord as his father had done, and all 
around us in prosperous North America 
are people of whom the same thing can 
be said. They have much more money 
and much better homes than their godly 
parents, hut they are not better people. 
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They do not hallow God’s Day as their 
parents did. They do not abstain from 
liquor as their parents did. They are 
not the pillars in the church that their 
parents were. They readily admit they 
have eased up in their manner of life, 
and are not striétly true and faithful to 
the Lord as their parents were. 

In that way lies great danger. The 
drift of one generation from the godly 
ways of their parents becomes far worse 
in the neXt generation, and at last the 
judgment of God falls. Prosperity, splen- 
dor, comfort, and plenty have a way of 
breaking down our moral fiber. When 
we have abundance far beyond life’s 
bare necessities we forget how depend- 
ent on God we really are, and drift into 
a neglect of Him that becomes our ruin. 
That is why we are in a dangerous state 
today. It is not what some foreign power 
might do to us in a new war that we 
most need to fear. Most of all we should 
fear what we are doing to ourselves by 
the forgetfulness of God into which pros- 
perity has betrayed so many. Never let 
prosperity blind you to your need of God. 

Vancouver, B. C., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Comer 


By Tom M. Olson 


“And Solomon reigned over all king- 
doms” (1 Kings 4:21).—About the only 
real difference between biography and 
history is the fact that the former is the 
written record of an individual’s life, 
while the latter is the written record of 
groups or nations. 

The Old Testament gives us mainly 
the divinely inspired record of the Lord’s 
dealings with His earthly people, Israel, 
“Now these things happened unto them 
for ensamples: and they are written for 
our admonition” (1 Cor. 10:11). Sacred 
history has been called, “His story !” 

Solomon is a type of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Prince of Peace, for there 
was “neither adversary nor evil occur- 
rent” (1 Kings 5:4). In the fact of Solo- 
mon’s reigning “over all kingdoms,” we 
have a picture of the glorious reign of 
the Lord Jesus over all the earth: He 
will be manifested in glory as “King of 
‘kings and Lord of lords,” and “shall 
have dominion also from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the 
earth” (Psa. 72:8). 

And as the Kingdoms are seen bring- 
ing presents to King Solomon, and serv- 
ing him, so will the kings of the earth 
that shall be spared out of the Great 
Tribulation be seen bringing their glory 
and honor unto the City Foursquare, 
wherein is the throne of God and of the 
Lamb (Rev. 21:24). 

“And Solomon’s provision for one day 
was...” (1 Kings 4:22).—Add to King 
Solomon’s extensive household the rep- 
resentatives of the nations and the visi- 
tors—for there came of all people from 
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all kings of the earth (v. 34) —and it 
will be see# that his daily provision 
must needs be great. But Solomon as a 
provider is only a shadow of that great 
Provider, the Lord Jesus Christ ‘who in 
creation has abundantly provided for the 
physical needs of all His creatures — and 
in redemption for all spiritual and eter- 
nal needs, 

The Kingdom picture of every man 
sitting under his vine and under his 
fig tree (v. 25) affords an idea of the 
abundance of His provision as King over 
all the earth. The press frequently re- 
lates the open-mouth amazement at the 
superabundance of good things to eat 
in this country, by visitors from coun- 
tries where “Austerity” programs still 
exist. Imagine how much more abun- 
dant everything will be while the Lord 
Jesus is reigning and the curse of sin 
has been removed from creation and 
when the earth shall yield its increase 
without man’s perspiring efforts ! 

“And he had peace on all sides round 
about him” (v. 24).—Consider the har- 
rowing experiences the nations have had 
with two world wars in one generation; 
consider the existence of the United 
Nations and of the peace-loving coun- 
tries; consider the billions of dollars 
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being spent on the needy, and the sin- 
cere efforts to produce harmony through- 
out the world — and then recall the fear 
of another world war which fills the 
hearts of people everywhere, and it will 
be seen that man with all his education, 
experience, and authority is helpless to 
produce “peace on all sides round about 
him.” What man cannot do, the Lord 
Jesus can and will do. “In his days 
shall the righteous flourish; and abun- 
dance of peace so long as the moon en- 
dureth,” 

He made peace by the blood of His 
cross, hence all who believe in Him have 
peace with God now (Rom, 5:1). His 
present session in Heaven makes it pos- 
sible for us to take everything to Him 
in prayer with thanksgiving and thus 
have the peace of God garrisoning our 
hearts and minds (Phil. 4:6, 7). But not 
until He returns in power and great 
glory will there be genuine international 
peace (Isa, 57:19-21), : 

“And Judah and Israel dwelt safely” 
(v. 25).—Because of the existence .of 
secret police in European countries, peo- 
ple still tremble at the sound of footsteps 
on their property at night: Safety and 
security are lacking in many, if not all, 
parts of the world today. 


IT CAN BE A CRUSHING VIPER 


ehovah was angry with Solomon {who exceeded all 
the kings of the earth for riches?), because his heart.was 
twrned away from Jehovah, the God of Israel, who had ap- 
peared unto him twice?” (1Ki. 14:9, RW) 
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When the Lord Jesus reigns in peace, 
righteousness, and joy, the nations will 
transform their implements of warfare 
into implements of agriculture; they 
shall learn war no more, and none shall 
make them afraid (Mic. 4:3, 4). 

Blessings abound where’er He reigns: 

The pris’ner leaps to loose his chains, 

The weary find eternal rest, 

And all the sons of want are blest. 


“And God gave Solomon wisdom and 
understanding exceeding much” (v, 29). 
—Today’s statesmen lack the necessary 
wisdom and understanding to deal satis- 
factorily with the world’s difficulties. 
One of the titles of the Lord Jesus is 
the “wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). The 
Apostle Peter said to Him, “Lord, thou 
knowest all things” (John 21:17). And 
so He does (see Psa. 139). He knows 
exactly how to deal with all problems 
and perplexities. Solomon asked for wis- 
dom (1 Kings 3); the Lord gives wisdom 
(Jas. 1:5) —such is the difference be- 
tween them! When Harry S, Truman 
was ushered into the office of President 
of the United States on the death of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, he felt his 
need of wisdom and understanding to 
such an extent that he repeated part of 
Solomon’s prayer. 


“And Solomon did euil in the sight of 
the Lord” (1 Kings 11:6).—In this, he is 
a perfect contrast to the Lord Jesus, of 
whom it is written: “Thou hast loved 
righteousness, and hated iniquity; there- 
fore God, even thy God, hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladness above thy 
fellows” (Heb, 1:9).. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is “greater than Solomon” in all 
the points we have been considering: 
in authority, in ability to provide, to 


‘establish peace and security, in wisdom, 


and in sinlessness, 
Wawona, CaLir, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, -all your life you will 

be hearing and seeing the name of 
Solomon, for he stands out like a great 
mountain peak in the history and the 
literature of the world; Solomon, who 
is referred to as “the wisest man,” “For 
he was wiser than all men” (1 Kings 4: 
31); Solomon, a great king of Israel,.who 
built the marvelously beautiful Temple, 
the like of which had never been seen 
in any land before; Solomon, whose 
fame spread over the then known world, 
and “all kings of the earth” (1 Kings 4: 
34) sent their representatives to view 
and learn from the wonders of his king- 
dom; Solomon, whom the queen of 
Sheba came to visit and had the breath 
knocked out of her when she saw the 
magnificence of his court, “and there 
was no more spirit in her” (1 Kings 10: 
5), though she rallied sufficiently to say 
to him, “They did not tell me even the 
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half of it!” Moreover, Solomon was a 
literary colossus. “He spake three thou- 
sdnd proverbs: and his songs were a 
thousand and, five” (1 Kings 4:32). What 
aman! What a man! 


“But King Solomon loved many 
strange women” (1 Kings 11:1). But— 
how many promising, gloriously prom- 
ising, careers have turned downward 
with that word “but.” It is very inter- 
esting to study the unhappy “byt” char- 
acters of the Bible: “But Pharaoh .., .” 
(Exod. 7:4; “But Gehazi .. .” (2 Kings 
5:20); “But Jezebel .. .” (1 Kings 21: 
5); “But when the young man _ heard 
that saying .. .” (Matt, 19:22); “But... 
Ananias, with Sapphira .. .” (Acts 5: 
1); and many others. But Solomon, of 
all these, plummeted from the highest 
to the lowest. Wisest of all men in the 
beginning of his reign, he threw discre- 
tion to the winds and dropped to the 
level of an undiscerning fool. Enriched 
by the inheritance from*his father, King 
David, to the greatest kingdom on earth, 
endowed with God’s favor and blessing, 
and given wisdom above all his contem- 
poraries; given long life and a forty-year 
reign, he had every opportunity to round 
out a superb life, ending at the top as 
Israel’s greatest king. “But” he tar- 
nished his shield with lust. He loved 
many strange women. He allowed him- 
self to fall under the ‘influence of 
heathen wives. He drifted into open 
idolatry, into tragic disobedience of 
God’s clear commands—and his king- 
dom fell apart. He is listed among the 
colossal failures of all time and as one 
of God’s faithless servants. 


Fellows, it is not what you have to 
start with that counts. It is not the cum 
laude of some great university which 
may be yours; it is not. the honored 
name of a great father you have; it is 
not the influence of powerful men-back- 
ing you as you start out in life’s great 
business; “but” it is how faithful you 
are to your Lord! That is what counts; 
that is what will make it possible for 
you to say like Paul at the end of your 
career: “I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appear- 
ing” (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 

Fontana Dam, N. C, 


“ 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
History IN THE, OLD TESTAMENT 
S WE study the Bible this quarter 
we are taking time to notice some 


of the things that show it to be the Word 
of God. 


The first Sunday of this quarter we 
learned that the persecutien of the Bible 
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‘and its survival in spite of it is one 


proof that it was inspired by God, We 
also saw..that the “eyewitnesses” who 


‘insisted that their record was true had 


nothing to gain by standing for Christ 
and the Bible. Instead they suffered 
exile, torture, and even death itself, 
because of their witness. Why did they 
not deny the whole thing? Because they 
knew it was God’s truth, 

Wren we studied “Biography in the 
Bible” we found the stamp of God upon 
that, because it is absolutely impartial. 
And only God can be that, 

As we looked at “Law in the Bible,” 
we saw again that the laws could have 
been given by none other than God Him- 
self. No one else either could or would 
lay the emphasis upon the heart that 
God does. Laws of human governments 
are concerned with what a man does, 
rather than with what he is (ie., his 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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heart). And if laws were made about 
the heart, no earthly ruler could be cer- 
tain that they were obeyed, for man can- 
not look into the heart of his fellow 
man, 
Today we are concerned with “His- 
tory in the Old Testament,” and here 
is another proof that this is God’s Word. 
All the history the Bible contains has 
a living message for us today. I studied 
a great deal of secular history in col- 


lege. Much of it was really interesting, 


but it had no particular effect upon 

me. Whereas, when I read the history 

of the Bible, I find personal help on 
every page. 

All the history in the Bible is true, 
but it does not give a complete history 
of the world. Why not? (Because that 
is not its purpose.) But everything the 
Bible does tell has a real message for 
every one of us. Only God could have 
produced such a Book. 

In our lesson today we will read about 
the happiest period the nation of Israel 
ever had. It was not only the highest 
peak of blessing and prosperity for them, 
it was nearer to a golden age than any 
other nation ever enjoyed. 

Let us read about it in 1 Kings 4:21- 
29. As we read it together, watch for 
the little word “all.” See how many 
times you can find it in these ten verses, 
Then we will list them on the black- 
board so that we can see some of the 
things that made Solomon’s reign the 
greatest period in the history of Israel. 

(On the Blackboard) 

1, Solomon reigned over all kingdoms. 
(Show on the map the extent of the 
territory over which he reigned.) 

2. These people served Solomon all the 
days of his life. 

3. He had dominion over all the region, 

4. He had dominion over all the kings, 

5. He had peace on all sides. 

6. There was prosperity all the days of 
Solomon. 

7. There was provision for all who came 
to his table. 

How the world today longs for peace 
and prosperity for all! Solomon's glo- 
rious reign was a foreshadowing of the 
far more glcrious reign of Christ which 
is yet to.come. We are going to see 
how the reign of the Lord Jesus will 
fulfill the type of Solomon’s reign in 
a much greater way. Each of you please 
take one of the following references: 
1. Christ will reign over all kingdoms 

of the earth (Dan. 7:13, 14). 

2. His servants shall serve Him (Rev. 
22:3, 4). 

3. He will have dominion over the whole 
earth (Psa. 72:8). 

4. He will have dominion over all kings 
(Psa, 72:11). 

5. He will bring antvenssl peace (Mic, 
4:3). 

6. There will be prosperity for all (Mic. 
» 4:4), 


7. There will be provision for all (Joel 
2: 26). 
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Some people look back to the golden 
days of the past, but Christians look 
forward to the golden age ahead, when 
“the kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 
ever” (Rev. 11:15). 

Now let us find the reason for that 
golden age in Israel. Turn to 1 Kings 
3:3. Israel had a ruler who loved the 
Lord and who walked in His statutes. 
What does that mean? (He obeyed the 
Lord.) First Kings 3:5-14 makes still 
more clear the reason that Solomon’s 
reign was so glorious. No wonder the 
kingdom prospered under the rule of a 
man who got wisdom and understanding 
direct from God. And notice, God gave 
Solomon more than any ruler before or 
since. 

Why did the kingdom of Israel go 
down again? You will find the reason in 
1 Kings 11:6, 9-11. Isn’t that sad? The 
greatest of all earthly rulers dragged his 
kingdom down to disunion, because he 
turned away from God in his old age. 

Do you see how every blessing, whether 
to an individual or to a nation, comes 
through obedience to God? Whenever 
anyone turns away from the Lord, he 
starts on a downward career, 

Think of our own great nation. It was 
started by people with real faith in God, 
and a conscientious desire to do His will. 
Our nation has been blessed above all 
the other nations in the world. But we 
must not think of this as necessarily 
permanent. If our nation continues to 
turn away from God, and if we choose 
leaders who do not acknowledge God, 
then our nation will go down before 
our very eyes. 

Turn to 1 Timothy 2:1, 2. Underline 
the three words, “first of all,” in your 
Bible. Now fead those two verses, and 
find out for whom we are to pray “first 
of all.” Sometimes I am afraid we pray 
for ourselves and our own problems 
“first of all,” and prayers for our coun- 
try get crowded out altogether. This 
ought not to be. For our country needs 
our prayers more than ever before. 

What phrase in 1 Timothy 2:2 reminds 
us to pray for our President? We should 
pray every day that the man elected 
next month will be one who looks to 
God for wisdom. No one elise will be 
able to guide our country in the present 
world crisis. Only God can protect and 
preserve us. But what right have we 
to expect that Me will, if the majority 
of our people and the leaders of our 
country have no use for Him? What 
is our Golden Text? (Psa. 33:12.) Let 
us pray that our nation may be that 
happy one, “whose God is the Lord.” 

And what about us as individuals? 
God has given us all “spiritual “bless- 
ings” (Eph. 1:3), if we have been born 


again. But we only enjoy those bless- - 


ings as we go on in obedience to the 
Lord. 


When the Lord Jesus comes back to 
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reigr™over the earth, His saints will 
reign with Him. And the measure in 
which we share that glorious reign then 
will depend upon the extent to which 
we let Him reign over us now. Can you 
sing from your heart, “King of my life, 
I crown Thee now”? If you hesitate, 
then pray the chorus. As you are led 
to Calvary where you see the infinite 
love of Christ, you will be constrained 
to say: 
I want to see Thee triumphing 
The wide world o’er, 
The bounds of Thy dominion 
Extending more and more, 
Till all men bow before Thee 
And; Lord, Thy glory see! 
But while I wait Thy triumph, 
Triumph Thou in me. 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


7 
The Illustration Round Table 
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* on the pemted | lesson Because of le 


for. Pratsaetr enue soe & 
illustrations. 

No ociinsinisaitihaciah is the nation 
whose God is the Lord (Psa. 33:12, 
Golden Text). When at Brussels, Lord 
Chesterfield was invited by Voltaire to 
sup with him and a prominent lady. 
The conversation turned upon the affairs 
of England. “I think, Lord Chesterfield,” 
said the lady, “that the Parliament con- 
sists of five or six hundred of the best 
informed men of the kingdom.” “True, 
Madame, they are supposed to be.” 
“Why, then, do they tolerate so great 
absurdity as the Christian religion?” “TI 
suppose,” replied Chesterfield, “it is be- 
cause they have not been able to sub- 
stitute’ anything better in its stead. 
When they can, I do not doubt but in 
their wisdom they will readily adopt it.” 
It was a wise answer; and where today 
is the nation that has found a better 
foundation than have the nations that 
have largely embraced Christianity?— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 


‘illustration. 


What Prevents Filling.—They lacked 
nothing (1 Kings 4:27). When you come 
to the Lord, He will never send you 
away’ empty unless you come so stuffed 
full of yourself that there isn’t room for 
any of His blessing—From Youth for 
Christ Magazine. Sent by Hazel Thom- 
son, Chicago, 


Washable Virtues—And God gave 
Solomon wisdom and understanding ex- 
ceeding much, and largeness of heart. 

. . And Solomon did evil in the sight 
of the Lord (1 Kings 4:29; 11:6). In 
the early days, when fabrics were made 
and dyed at home, it was not always 
easy to get a fast color. A good Quaker 
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father inscribed under the record of his 
child’s birth this quaintly worded peti- 
tion: “And fit her for her long journey, 
O Lord, with virtues that will wash.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Not a “Sweetsmelling Savour.”—And 
went not fully after the Lord (1 Kings 
11:6). Recently I was invited to speak 
to a group of young people who called 
themselves “Volunteers for the Mission 
Field.” The meeting was in one of the 
church parlors. I was surprised to find 
some of them smoking cigarettes. It put 
a damper on me at once. I had diffi- 
culty struggling out from under it, and I 
am not sure that I did altogether. There 
was an opening prayer. I don’t know 
whether the puffing was suspended for 
that; I didn’t look; but the room was 
soon filled with smoke. I can under- 
stand how smoke which went up from 
the altars of sacrifice was a “sweetsmell- 
ing savour” to the Lord; but I cannot 
think cigarette smoke rises in that class. 
This, doubtless, was exceptional, but it is 
a symptom of the atmosphere of irrever- 
ence which is apparent in many ways 
in this modern age, as well as a defile- 
ment of'the bodily temples of the Holy 
Spirit—From Wade C. Smith, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Laura S. 
Emerson, Marion, Ind. 


Both Need To Be Held in Bounds.— 
But he kept not that which the Lord 
commanded (1 Kings 11:10). Earl Riney, 
in his newspaper feature entitled “Se- 
lected Short Sermons,” said, “Taking 
the line of least resistance makes rivers 
and men crooked.”—From the Watch- 
man-Examiner. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


We Cannot Endure the One Without 
the Other.—Wherefore the Lord said 
unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done 
of thee, and thou hast not kept my cove- 
nant and my statutes, which I have com- 
manded thee, I will surely rend the king- 
dom from thee, and will give it to thy 
servant (1 Kings 11:11). Roger Babson, 
the business expert and statistician to 
whom the businessmen send in hundreds 
of dollars so that he will keep them in 
touch with the progress of business, says, 
“I do not pose as a preacher, but let 
me tell you, if there is a God, He will 
not let us advance much further mate- 
riaily until we catch up spiritually.”— 
From Gospel Herald. Sent by Mrs. A, 
E, Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


When We Leave God Out.—Forasmuch 
as ... thou hast not kept my covenant 
and my statutes, ...I will surely rend 
the kingdom from thee (1 Kings 11:11). 
One of England’s famous scientific men, 
an agnostic, who had acquired great 
wealth and had reached the summit of 
his ambitions, stood one morning in his 
garden, watching a snail climb a plant. 
As the snail reached the top of the high- 
est leaf and struck out its feelers in 
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all directions, and found no higher path- 
way, it slowly turned and climbed down- 
ward. “I am like that snail,” moaned 
the old man, “I am like that snail.” Such 
is the fate of all those who leave God 
out of their plans. In the end they must 
retrace their steps downward !—From 
€hoice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Solomon Was King 
(1 Kings 4:21, 25, 29, 32, 33; 5:2, 3a, 5; 
6:14; 8:22, 238) 

F COURSE, the first thing the chil- 
dren want to do is to climb the 
ladder! The Book slips may be turned 
over during this exercise. As each child 
repeats the Books of Law correctly, he 
may place the slip with his name op- 
posite the fifth rung. Review the laws 
mentioned last Sunday, and pupils may 

report experiences with them. 


Teach the names of the Books of his- 
tory, challenging pupils to a hard climb 
next time, and they must be able to 
begin at the bottom each time. (Other- 
wise, Books learned will soon be for- 
gotten. I also require a pupil to be 
able to reach the top successfully on 
two successive Sundays before giving 
him top credit with a special sticker 
for his name slip.) In teaching the 
Books of history, divide the names into 
three groups. First, place the slips with 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth on the ladder. 
Drill on these a few times. Then the 
Firsts-and-Seconds: Samuel, Kings, 
Chronicles. Lastly, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Esther. Suggest the use of the index 
of Bibles for review and study at home. 


I can think of a dozen-plus people 
whom you know in these Books. (Have 
each Book located as mentioned, and 
the reference found if no one can give 
the answer without it.) Ruth tells of 
three (Ruth, Naomi, Orpah, 1:8, 14). 
First Samuel tells of a fight (David and 
Goliath, 17:23), and friends (David and 
Jonathan, 18:1). First Kings has a 
prophet brave enough to tell the king 
the truth (Micaiah, 22:14). Second Kings 
tells of a foreign king who carried God's 
people far off to arother land because 
they would not keep God’s laws (Nebu- 
chadnezzar, 24:11). What was the coun- 
try? (Babylon, 2 Chron, 36:20.) Esther 
tells of two queens (Vashti, Esther, 2: 
17). Ezra tells the good news of the 
king who let the people go back (Cyrus, 
1:1), and of a priest who taught them 
God’s law (Ezra, 7:10). What did Nehe- 
miah do to help? (Neh. 5:14; 6:15.) 

Now let us go back in imagination to 
the time of the kings. On a grand 
throne of ivory and gold with six steps 
leading up to it— and two lions on every 
step, not live ones, of course, and two 
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more beside the throne — sits King Solo- 
mon (1 Kings 10:18-20). He is dressed 
in the finest robes, for no other king 
is as rich as he—all his dishes of gold, 
and silver as common as stones (vs. 21, 
23, 27). Ower many countries he rules, 
and theré is peace at home and abroad 
(4:21, 25). First Kings 4:29 tells you 
why he is so great. Besides his busi- 
ness of ruling the nation, King Solomon 
has many hobbies: You should see his 
stables with 40,000 horses! He is a poet 
— 3,000 proverbs, 1,000 songs —something 
about that next Sunday. He is a sci- 
entist, too, knows all about plants from 
the tiny weed growing in a crack of the 
wall to the giant cedars in the moun- 
tains. He knows animals, birds, bugs, 
and fish, too. I guess you boys couldn’t 
ask him a question he couldn’t answer ! 

One day Solomon wrote a letter to an 
old friend of his father David, king 
in a country to the north. Win will read 
that letter. (Have 1 Kings 5:3-6 .writ- 
ten on paper, folded like a letter, even 
enclosed in an envelope, though I doubt 
if Solomon used one. For younger chil- 
dren the language may be simplified.) 
So Solomon was going to build a new 
church! Grand and glorious it was, 
much larger and grander than even the 
gold-covered Tabernacle and its furni- 
ture, which Bezaleel had made, and 
which was still being used. Not only 
cedar, but marble and gold went into 
Solomon’s Temple, till at last all was 
done. God’s glory came to fill the build- 
ing. Solomon prayed and praised the 
Lord for His goodness, 

How fortunate the people were to 
have a_king who led them in worship 
of God! Later kings led them away 
from God, and what happened then? In 
our country the people are kings be- 
cause we rule ourselves. But these 
words (probably) of Solomon’s father 
are just as true: “Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord” (Psa. 33:12, 
Memory Verse). Are you making Amer- 
ica a Christian nation, or one that for- 
gets God? 

Orono, MAINE. 


we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we have Old Testament his- 
tory. History is the story of a 
nation or nations, of a country or a state, 
or even a city or county. Last winter 
my grandson was studying the history of 
Santa Cruz County, California. He | 
learned who first settled the county, and 
those who came after them. He saw 
pictures of old landmarks;;we even went 
to see some of them that-are still here. 
He read of all the changes that have 
come about, up to the present time. That 
is what history is. “s 
There is much history ‘in the Bible, 
but two great histories are important, 
that.of the nation of Israel, and that of 
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the Church. We have the first one in 
the Old Testament. 

The beginnings of this history are in 
Genesis. We are told how man came to 
be on the earth, about his creation and 
his sin, and we have the history of all 
men up to the Flood. After the Flood, 
very soon men turned away from God 
again, and we have two kinds of men, 
those who serve God and those who hate 
Him. We have very little history of the 
wicked, except where it is told in the 
history of God’s people Israel. 

In Genesis we read of God’s people 
going down to Egypt where they became 
slaves. In Exodus the story of their 
coming out of Egypt is begun, and Num- 
bers and Deuteronomy finish the story 
up to the going into the Promised Land, 
which is told in Joshua. On goes the 
story, a story of continued sinning, seven 
times turning away from God, in the 
Book of Judges. 

The Books of Samuel tell of his long 
and godly rule and then the people 
wanted a king, and God gave them one, 
just the kind they wanted. King fol- 
lowed king, some good, some bad, God 
punishing and training, Israel sinning 
and repenting, making promises and 
breaking them, and being sorry. It 
sounds almost the way some of us act, 
doesn’t it? Finally, Israel rejected God 
so terribly that He let all the punish- 
ment He had threatened come upon 
them. They were carried away captive 
to Babylon for seventy years. Then some 
of them returned to Judea, but later 
they were scattered over the whole 
earth, into all nations. 

But their history is not finished, for 
God will bring them back to their own 
land, and they will live there in peace 
and safety. It doesn’t look like it as 
I write this, but God’s Word never fails, 
and He promised Abraham that his chil- 
dren should own all of Palestine and 
even more. 

When Christ returns to this earth, He 
will rule all the earth from Jerusalem, 
and that will be the world’s golden age; 
but, dear me, I’m getting away ahead 
of history, I’m in prophecy! We have 
to stop the history of Israel right where 
it stops in the Bible. Ezra and Nehe- 


-miah tell of the few Jews going back 


to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls and 
the Temple. That ends the Old Testa- 
ment history. Then the world history 
tells us that the Romans took Jeru- 
salem and utterly destroyed it in A.D. 
70, and the Jews were scattered over 
the world. 

There are very exciting things in Bible 
history that you will learn as you get 
a little older. The Old Testament has 
the only account of creation and man’s 
fall, the only history of the Garden of 
Eden, and the only accurate account of 
the Flood, though many peoples have 
legends about it. Sometimes men have 
thought the Bible was wrong about its 
history, but they have ‘always had to 
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admit that they were wrong and the 

Bible was right. Of eourse the Bible 

is always right, for it is God’s Book, 

written by men as God moved them to 

write, so how could it be wrong? 
FELTON, CALIF, 


. be 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 885) 


1. The redemptive purpose and work of 
God, revealed and ordered in Christ Jesus. 
(See Col. 1:14-20.) 


2. The Kingdom of God, the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, the new heaven and the new 
earth. Other expressions might be used, 
focusing on the same end. 


3. Righteousness exalts, sin degrades. (See 
Prov, 14:34.) 


4. (1) A concentrated lesson on God's 
place in history; (2) the giving of the holy 
Scriptures; (3) the coming of the Saviour. 


5. Wealth, horses, wives: -(See Deut. 17:15- 
17.) 


6. For one thing, indulgence weakens the 
moral stamina; secondly, they were mostly 
heathen women who seduced oaaue to 
idolatry. 


7. By the fact that he sinned against supe- 
rior light and privilege (1 Kings 11:9, 10). 


8. Consider Romans 13:14; 1 Corinthians 9: 
27; Matthew 26:41. 


9. (1) A postponement of the judgment (1 
Kings 11:12); (2) a lessening of the judg- 
ment (v. 13). 


10. God was looking to “great David's 
greater Son,” in whom all the covenant 
promises were to be realized. Man's sin 
cannot destroy God’s purposes. 


~ 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, .October 24 


1. The Church Goes Forward in China 
(Dan. 8:14) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ANY will wonder, no doubt, what 

possible link there is between the 
Scripture verse assigned for this week’s 
topic and the topic itself. Perhaps the 
best course is to forget this unfortunate 
reference, and to proceed at once to the 
topic, 
, ye 


In a recent issue of Our Hope the 
editor reminds us that “in China, Com- 
munist hammer-blows have forced thirty 
millions of people to migrate as a starv- 
ing, diseased, and despairing mass. 
Manchuria is already more or less a 
Soviet sphere; and about one-third of 
China is Communist-controlled.” The 
editor continues, “The zeal of the Com- 
munists puts many of us Christians to 


shame, does it not? If we were as en-. 


thusiastic and persistent in proclaiming 
the Gospel of Christ, reaching out to 
the uttermost part of the earth, as these 
atheistic and ungodly Communists are 
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with their gospel, multitudes would 
doubtless be converted.” 


we 

But what of the Christian church in 
China? It is true that during the war 
many missionaries and Christian workers 
were compelled to leave China and re- 
turn to their homeland, leaving the 
church in China to be carried on by 
native Chinese. What is the situation 
today, as many of the great denomina- 
tional and faith mission boards are 
planning to go forward, at least in that 
portion of China still under ‘the control 
of the National Government of Chiang 
Kai-shek, who is credited with being a 
Christian, and favorable to the preaching 
of the Gospel in China? 

To understand clearly the Protestant 
situation in China today, we must rec- 
ognize that the largest Protestant church 
is a comparatively new denomination 
known as The Church of Christ in China, 
It is made up of a number of denomina- 
tional groups that have merged to form 
this union church. Somie fifteen foreign 
mission boards have been co-operating 
with it, and there is a strong effort on 
foot to make it the one great, inclusive 
Protestant church in China, 

But for some forty years before 1927 
when this large union denomination 
claimed the name of The Church of 
Christ in China, China has had a num- 
ber of ecclesiastical organizations, inde- 
pendent of foreign bodies, which called 
themselves Churches of Christ in China, 
such as the Presbyterian Church of 
Christ in’ China, Inland Churches of 
Christ in China, Baptist Churches of 
Christ in China, and a group of churches 
exclusively Chinese in membership, 
which, without any modifying adjectives, 
called itself the Church of Christ in 
China. The adoption of this name for 
the new union of churches was there- 
fore, to say the least, unfortunate and 
confusing. 

ye 

According to Dr. Albert B. Dodd, of the 
Independent Board for Presbyterian For- 
eign Missions, who is now on the field, 
and who wrote at length regarding the 
situation in China in THE SunDAY ScHOOL 
Trmes of August 3 and October 26, 1946, 
this new union denomination, known as 
The Church of Christ in China, claims 
to be indigenous but is not. It is largely 
controlled by foreign leaders and mis- 
sionaries. It claims to stand for the 
great convictions of evangelical Chris- 
tianity, but, thus far, has refused to issue 
any statement of belief that binds its 
ministers or Officers ‘to essential doc- 
trines, such as the Trinity, the deity of 
Christ, any particular view of the Atone- 
ment, the verbal inerrancy of the Bible, 
or even its infallibility as a rule of faith 
and practice. It includes among its of- 
ficers, and leaders, and missionaries 
those who are outstandingly and admit- 
tedly Liberal and modernistic in their 
pronouncements and writings. When the 
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opportunity came to.stand for the truth 
in the matter of choosing one of two 
federal church unions, The Church of 
Christ in Chima chose the modernistic 
National Christian Council, rather than 
the Bible-believing and fundamental 
League of Christian Churches, 


4 

It is good to know, however, that, as 
indicated above, there is a Bible-believ- 
ing and fundamental group of Christians 
in China known as the League of Chris- 
tian Churches. It is made up of some 
seventeen denominations, or groups of 
churches, which, before the war, had a 
total membership of 100,000 people. It 
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No. 21 My Mite Box . . . « The Widow’s Mite 


The First Easter 
The Wise Men 


No. 22. Easter Offering ‘ . « 
No. 23 Christmas Offering ” e. ° 


No. 24 Missionary Offering . - Teach All Na‘ions 
No. 25 Special Offering . . . Jesus the Christ 
No. 26 Lenten Self-Denial . . Gethsemane 





ABINGDON - COKESBURY PRESS 
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THE GIFT THAT BRINGS A GENEROUS RETURN 


- 


In mapping out your financial program for the future, it’s good 
business to give Moody Annuities an important part in your planning. 
Funds placed in Moody Annuities assure you of generous and regular 
returns, beginning at once and continuing throughout your lifetime. 
For more than 4] years, every one of the thousands of Moody annuit- 
ants has received his annuity check in full and on time. 


But above and beyond the financial return, a Moody Annuity is 
“good business” for the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Through Moody 
Bible Institute, your annuity dollars will be invested in training Chris- 
tian young people for lives of fruitful service for the Master. 


Learn how Moody Annuities can meet your financial needs and 
give you a satisfying share in reaching the lost through the many 
soul-winning ministries of Moody Bible. Institute. You'll find full in- 
formation in the interesting booklet, DousLe Divipenps, including rates 
of return. Mail the coupon for your free copy today! 





MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 8 1254b 

153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS » 
PLEASE SEND ME THE BOOKLET DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, i/¢ 

WITH FULL DETAILS ON THIS DOUBLE-VALUE FINAN- | Moody 
CIAL PLAN. 


ae Annuities 
ADDRESS Mean Mare” 


CITY ZONE STATE 
0 1 AM UNDER 20. SEND ME BOOKLET A. 
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has been impossible to get complete sta- 
tistics since the war, but at the present 
time there are at least that number of 
communicant members. In addition, 
there is also a fundamental group known 
as the Conservative Chinese Church 
made up of three synods, consisting of 
some 108 churches with 27,000 communi- 
cant members, and a good- prospect of 
adding 16 more churches and 2,500 com- 
municants, 


Pray for these Chinese Christians who 
are standing true against all efforts to 
lure them into Modernist and inclusiv- 
ist church unions, Pray that the eyes 
of missionaries, leaders on the field, and 
Christian laymen in the homeland may 


' be opened to the awful danger of taking 


to China a gospel that is not a Gospel, 

and a christ that is only another good 

man, such as Confucius or Buddha. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Me 


Children at Home 


Smiling Sunset 
By Esther D. Hooey 


MILING SUNSET was the name of a 

little Eskimo girl who lived in the 
far north. Her mother had died when 
she was a tiny babe, and it was she who 
had given her this pretty name. Her 
father had taken care of her with the 
aid of an Eskimo woman who acted as 
nurse, 

One day when Smiling Sunset was 

about five, her father decided to take 
her with him when he drove to the 
nearest fort to get supplies. Wrapped in 
her warm fur parka, and tucked in the 
robes of the toboggan, how she did en- 
joy that ride! 
‘The dogs raced merrily down the 
river, until they came to the fort. Smil- 
ing Sunset had never seen a town be- 
fore. How wonderful it was to see so 
many houses! And the stores, with their 
pretty show windows, looked like fairy- 
land! 

It was so-interesting to see children 
running and playing together —it made 
her wish so much that she could play 
with them. But she knew that her 
father would not like her to speak to 
them, as he had told her to stay in the 
toboggan while he was in the store get- 
ting what he wanted. 

A lovely lady stopped to speak to her. 
“What is your name, dear?” asked the 
kind lady. “And where do you live?” 

“Smiling Sunset; and I live away up 
north,” ‘was the reply. 

“What a lovely name! Would you 
not come in and get warm?” 

“Oh, no; Papa would not like me to 
do that. He said for’me to stay in the 
toboggan.” 

At this moment her father came out 
of the store, and when he saw the lady 
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talking to his little girl, he said: “We 
must hurry home. I do not like having 
any dealings with other people; I am 
well able to take care of my little gifrl.” 
“But won’t you let her come to our 
Sunday school? I live at the hospital, 
and would like her to come to visit me.” 
“No, I teach her to read and write, 
and she needs no more. She knows 
nothing about the God you preach about, 
He took her mother from me.when my 
baby was only a few days old, so I do 
not wish to know a cruel God like that.” 
With these words, he waved good-by 
and drove off, leaving the lady watching 
them. ‘ 
“She looked so nice and kind,” said 
Smiling Sunset, but her father only saad, 
“I wish that I had not brought you.” 
Suddenly the dogs swerved from the 
right track and plunged into a big hole, 
The toboggan and all the parcels and 
poor little Smiling Sunset fell in, too. 


Frantically her father hunted for the 
little fur-clad figure of his daughter. 
She lay so still and white he feared at 
first that she was dead, as the snow 
underneath was red with blood and one 
leg was bent under her.+ At that very 
instant he thought of the hospital at the 
fort. If he could only get his little 
daughter there before it was too late! 
The toboggan was broken and the dogs 
were gone, so he gently picked her up 
in his arms and started back. His only 
thought was to save his darling child. 
When he reached the hospital, the kind 
lady opened the door, and when she 
saw the man who had spoken so crossly 
to her a short time before she was glad, 
for she felt sure that God had sent him 
back. 

“What has happened?” she exclaimed, 
as she gently took the limp little form 
in her arms and laid it on a bed. 

“Oh, Mees, the dogs went into the 
river, and the big boxes have crushed 
the life out of my little one,” he groaned; 
“and I, who said that we needed nobody 
—no hospital, no help from anyone, not 
even God—am now helpless, so I 
brought her to you. I will leave her 
entirely to your power.” 

“I can do nothing of myself, but while 
the doctor is examining Smiling Sunset, 


we will kneel and ask God to heal and’ 


save your child.” The nurse offered a 
simple prayer, asking God to put His 
healing hand on the child and restore 
her to health if it was His will. The 
man knelt with -her and joined in the 
prayer. 

The doctor found that the child’s leg 
was broken and she had a bad cut on 
her forehead, but that with care she 
would be all right in about six weeks. 

When Smiling Sunset regained con- 
sciousness she was in a clean, white bed 
with the kind nurse bending over her 
and asking her. how she felt, 

“My head and my leg feel sore, but 
I am all right. What happened? I can- 
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not remember anything but the tobog- 
gan slipping.” 

“The toboggan went into a hole, and 
you got a bad cut on your head. You 
will have to stay in bed for a while as 
your leg is broken, but we will fix it for 
you, and I hope you will enjoy your 
stay here with us.” 
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The Vudia Wission 


Room 311 Elyria Block Elyria, Ohio 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teaching, Faith Mission 
Proving GOD'S Fai ulness 


tn Hyderabad State and Central Provinees 
Bible Schools Training Native Evangelists 
A talked field of the Lord's provision 
¢ for fuller information. 





















See This New 










...on new beautiful 
hymnals of strong evangel- 


ical appeal and deep spiritual power. 


TABERNACLE 
HYMNS 


NUMBER FOUR 


Buy new. song books only when you 
have seen and examined this wel- 


come aid in winning souls. 





Features & Advantages 


% More heart-warming, life- 
changing songs. 


%& Many new songs, new arrange- 
ments or revivals-——78 in all. 





352-P8 North Waller Avenue. Chicago 44, Ill, 5 


“Song Book of the Nation” 
If your Church needs new hymnals let us 
send you a FREE sample copy of “Taber- 
nacle Hymns Number Four” and FREE 
. folder of “Finance Plans” showing how 
you can get new books, direct from the 
publishers, as hundreds of Churches have, 
without adding a penny to your budget. 
Fill out the coupon and discover the 
power of this all-purpose book to inspire 
flaming zeal and prayerful service. 


Without An Equal 


Patient research, long planning and thora 
ough knowledge of the musical needs of 
Churches everywhere, alone has made pos- 
sible this book—“without an equal.” 


Compare if with any other in musical "€ 
contents, quality binding and LOW PRICE. ia 
You will quickly recognize its worth and 

its ability to satisfy Young and Old— 4 
pastors, trained musicians, Church mem- a 
bers and Sunday School children. @ 


| ABERNACLE? 


Name 


PuBLisHinc COMPANY 





%& Contains instrumental numbers 
for preludes, etc. 

* Strong special days secti 

%& Topic Index of Scripture read- 
ings—a new exclusive feature. 

% More complete Topical Index 
of songs—91 headings. 

%* Two binding colors—green and 
maroon. 

% Round er shaped note editions. 


%* New, low-priced, complete 
orchestrations. 











Tear This Out 
For FREE Sample 






TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
852-P8 North Waller Avenue, Chicago 44, Il. 


Gentleren: Mail FREE sample of ‘’Tabernacle Hymns 
Number Four,’’ low prices, and money-saving Plans to: 





Official Title 
Address 








Pastor. 


Church and Denom 





Expect to buy (date) 





Add. 
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CHRISTIAN OPINION 


PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
In the Interests of a Christian Analysis of 
Current Education 
(Subscription price $3 a year) 
Send 25c today for a sample back copy 


INTER-COLLEGIATE GOSPEL 
FELLOWSHIP, INC. 
464 PEQUOT AVE. NEW LONDON, CONN. 














Christian Sanatorium 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 
has ‘several openings for 
NURSES 
TRAINED ATTENDANTS 
AND DOMESTIC WORKERS 


Please write to 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 

In spite of higher costs this book may be had 
for only 25 cents, postage paid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 

















Earn Money Easily 
For Worthwhile Uses 


KK Selling Gottschalk’s Metal 
Sponges is a quick, casy, dignified 
way of earning money. These safe, 
handy household helps do a perfect 
cleaning and scouring job. Every 
woman knows about them, needs 
them, wants them. We furnish them 
to you at the lowest possible cost . . . 
you sell at regular retail price, make a 
tidy profit on each sale. Write today 
for our liberal cooperative offer. 
Metal Sponge Sales Corporation, 3650 
North 10th St., Philadelphia 40. 


GOTTSCHALK’S 
Metal Sponges 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The kind nurse brought her a lovely 
supper, then gave her some medicine, 
and.she soon fell asleep. 

The next day the nurse brought her 
some nice picture books and showed her 
a picture of the Lord Jesus blessing little 
children. “He loves you, and will care 
for you, and make you well again.” 

In a few days Papa came to see her 
and told her that she was to stay in 
the ho&spital until she was quite well 
again. He promised her that when she 
came back home he would bring her eack 
week to the Sunday school. 

In a very short time she was placed 
in a big chair with soft cushions all 
around her, and she was able to look 
out of the window and see the children 
at play. They came over to the window 
and waved at her and she smiled and 
waved at them. 

Nurse was so good to.her: she taught 
her to pray and to sing such pretty 
hymns. 

Papa came often to see her, and she 
heard him telling the nurse that he was 
sorry he had said such cruel things about 
God, but that if He would only make 
his little girl well he would serve Him, 
and teach Smiling Sunset to serve Him, 
too. 

The nurse smiled and ‘said that she 
thought she was serving Jesus now. 

When it was time to go home, Smiling 
Sunset was sorry to leave the kind nurse, 
but her father brought her back each 
week to Sunday school, and Smiling Sun- 
set said that when she grew up she was 
going to be a nurse and help to cure sick 
people and tell them about the Lord 
Jesus. 

TORONTO, CAN. 

w 
The Present State of the 
Lost Dead 


(Continued from page 879) ° 


save you, baptism will not save you, 
confirmation will not save you, church 
membership will not save you, good 
works will not save you, giving money 
will not save you. The Lord Jesus has 
declared in the clearest terms that “ex- 
cept.a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” Have you 
been born again? 

And what of your loved ones? Are 
they saved? If they are ndt saved, de- 
pend upon it, they are lost; and if they 
are lost they are on the way to Hades 
and hell. There is no middle ground. 
What are you doing about these near 
and dear to you? 

And what of your neighbors? Neigh- 
bors, near and far? Are you making 
known to them the Way, the only way 
of salvation? The Lord Jesus said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). 

May God stir us up to be about this 
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business, the most important of all busi- 
nesses. “He that winneth souls is wise” 
(Prov. 11:30), and “they that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to right- 
eousness as the stars for ever and ever” 
(Dan, 12:3). . 


(To be concluded) 
bd 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law 
(Continued from page 883) 


Law in the Scriptures” (p. 385), inter- 
prets as meaning Christ is our surety 
of aebetter hope; or, as the hymnologist 
puts it, our “blessed assurance.” This 
leads Paul quite logically into the great 
review of those things whith were ac- 
complished “by faith’ by .Noah, Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses —to illus- 
trate that, in the Old Testament sense, 
faith meant to rest upon God with firm 
and unwavering trust for one’s security. 

“Faith, as used in the New ‘Testa- 
ment, stands for ‘the truth of the Gos- 
pels of Christ and the Kingdom of God’ 
(Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5; 1 Tim. 3:9), and the 
act by which we lay hold on and appro- 
priate the great truths of the Gospel 
and Jesus Christ, and rely for salvation 
upon His work in our behalf (Matt. 8: 
10; John 3:16; Rom, 1:16).”6 

It has been shown in these two articles 
that great principles of modern law are 
deep-rooted in both Old Testament and 
New Testament doctrine, as well as in 
a few other ancient sources: to which 
we referred. Our references to the New 
Testament law are mostly to the Pauline 
Epistles, not to the Gospels, for the ob- 
vious reason that the Gospels are bio- 
graphical rather than doctrinal for the 
most part, although in their character- 
ization of Christ they include many doc- 
trinal statements that fell from His lips. 
However, no study of Biblical law, how- 
ever brief, would be complete without 
some reference to the greatest legal 
trial of history—the trial of Christ. 
Volumes have been written on this sub- 
ject by ministers, by rabbis, by lawyers, 
and at least one by a practicing attorney 
who in his younger days was a minister.7 
The present writer published a small 
study of it this year and about the same 
time anothe: book was released by a 
rabbi. Technically there were at least 
seventeen actions of the triers of Christ 
—Annas, Caiaphas, the Sanhedrin, 
Pilate, and Herod — which would be “re- 
versible error,’ or grounds for a new 





¢White, op. cit, p. 391. 

7The Rev. James M. Rollins, Esq., ‘‘The 
Arrest, Trial, and Conviction of Jesus from 
a Lawyer’s Standpoint”; Rabbi A. P. Drucker, 
“The Trial of Jesus from Jewish Sources’’; 
various chapters in Edersheim, ‘Life and 
Times of Jesus the Messiah”; W. M. Chandler, 
Esq., ““‘The Trial of Jesus from a Lawyer's 
Standpoint” (2 vols.); Rabbi Hyman E. Goldin, 
“The Case of the Nazarene Reopened” (1948); 
David K. Breed, “The Trial of Christ from a 
Legal and Scriptural Viewpoint” (1948). 
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trial under the then existing laws. One 
example is that Caiaphas, who had plot- 
ted with Judas, was not a disinterested 
judge. Another is, that Pilate, having 
stated, “I find no harm in this just man,”: 
should have freed Jesus; “double jeop- 
ardy” was as illegal under Roman law 
as it is unconstitutional in America to- 
day. We will not.tarry with other tech- 
nical points, but can proceed on safe 
ground to state that the theological, 
rabbinical, and legalistic authors agree 
that the trial was erroneous‘and not 
just. A close study of it shows that it 
followed in detail the pattern of Isaiah 
53. It was intended to prove Jesus an 
imposter, but failed; even Pilate refused 
to have the cross inscribed, “He said 
he was king of the Jews,” but decreed 
that it carry the true inscription, “THE 
KING OF THE JEWS” (Mark 15:26; 
John 19: 19-22). 

Actually, Jesus, in the place of a de- 
fendant, was trying the sinful world He 
had come to save. As the omnipotent 
Son of God, Jesus knew everything. He 
knew the law. “He had astonished the 
rabbis with his legal knowledge when 
he was but twelve years old. He had 
the power to make a legal record, to take 
an appeal, to rely on the technicalities 
of the law, had he desired; but He knew 
He had to die to save the sinful world 
of men—and He went gloriously to His 
death saying, “Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit.” 8 

St. Louis. 

6 


8 Breed, ‘‘Trial,” etc., pp. 75, 76, quoting at 
end Luke 23:46. 
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Growing Missionaries 
By Ethel S. Low 


N A recent letter, Don Hillis, a well- 

known missionary to India, asks this 
question, “Do you know of a better way 
to produce missionaries than to gro 
them?” A little group of us on the West 
Coast believe that growing missionaries 
is the best way to produce them, and so 
we are publishing a magazine for chil- 
dren, Around the World with Uncle 
Paul (Box 188, Lomita, Calif., $1 a year). 

It is all for children, and contains mis- 
sionary stories, pictures, songs, quiz 
questions, and letters from missionaries. 
The plan of the magazine was born in 
the heart and mind of the Rev. Paul J. 
Pietsch, “Uncle Paul,” and he carried on 
the publication for some time, but was 
compelled to suspend publication on ac- 
count of illness. However, his heart was 
still in the work, and with others who 
are like-minded, he is again editor of 
the magazine. Don and Dick Hillis, Don 
in India and Dick in China, are the pub- 
lishers. Miss Mildred M. Cook, for long 
the editor of The King’s Business, is 
editorial adviser. I have the honor of 
being associate editor, and Miss Irene 
Mills is treasurer. , 
The first issue is just off the press, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and we would be happy to send sample 
copies to any interested persons. If you 
have a child, or a Sunday school class 
to whom you want to give a missionary 
vision, this-is a way to do it. The mag- 
azine is not denominational or sectarian. 
The stories are taken from any mission 
that is true to the Word, and which fur- 
nishes material of interest to children. 

The venture is one of faith. We are 
praying for subscriptions enough to pay 
expenses. Will you pray with us? 

we 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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wuMtmas Customs 
amd Carols 


Why not give this book of 
Carols as a Christmas gift? 


This fascinating book con- 
tains valuable data on the 
origin and use of 63 Christ- 
mas customs and symbols! 
Complete words and music 
of 57 carols and songs.. Hand- 
somely bound in BLUE AND 
SILVER cover. ORDER NOW! 
35c each, postpaid. 


The Rodeheaver Hall-Mack Co. 
107 9th St., Winona Lake, Ind. 








have been found by Christ. 


THIS NEW BOOK CONTAINS 
Seventy-eight Modern Miracles of the Grace of God- 


Here are case histories from the clinic of regeneration—the life records of men who 
More than 90% of the witnesses are alive today and rep- 
resent men and women from many walks of life. Dr. Charles E. Fuller, Torrey 
Johnson, Dr. Bob Jones, John Wanamaker, Mel Trotter, Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith, R. G. Le Tourneau, and seventy others. 

Youth leaders, pastors, and Sunday school teachers appreciate this TREASURE 
CHEST of living testimonies that illustrates the amazing power of God. 


$2.00 postpaid. 


To make possible the wide distribution this book deserves, we will send free with 
each book ordered from this advertisement a $1 box of our 21 De Luxe Scripture Text 


Cloth bound. 254 pages. 


Christmas folders. These Christ honoring cards express the TRUE CHRISTmas 
spirit and make people conscious that Christmas is Christ’s Birthday. Church groups and individuals do Christian 
service and’ at the same time accumulate funds for projects by distributing on the commission basis our line of 


religious merchandise. 


THE LIGHTHOUSE PRESS 


ORDER from 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 





Relief Parcels Give Life and Joy 


If only our Christian friends could see the letters 


tian widow: 


children.” 





The Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


from grateful Hebrew Christians in Europe to whom we 
send food and clothing! Our courage to plead in their 
behalf is renewed; our weariness in the constant purchase 
of food and labor of carefully wrapping it in parcels for 
shipment to Europe is lightened when we see what life 
and joy are given to those unfortunate survivors of the 
Concentration Camps. 

Here is an excerpt from a letter of a Hebrew Chris- ° 
“In the name of my children and myself, 
I thank you with all my heart for your food package. 
We thank God for you Christians in America.. Without 
your help it would not be possible to feed my fatherless 


An aged Hebrew Christian from Hamburg says: “We 
have just received your dear, large package. You cannot 
imagine our great joy. 
able to support my family with my small earnings. I am 
always hungry, even as I was when I suffered in the Con- 


I am 70 years old, and I am not 


centration Camp. Therefore I thank you with all my heart for the great joy you 
brought me and my family. I cannot repay you, but our Heavenly Father will 


reward your good works.” 


Over and again the recipients of our relief parcels express their humiliation 
and regret that they cannot pay us for what we send them. As we again plead 
on behalf of these hungry, homeless Hebrew Christians we, too, pray that our 
Christian friends who help us in this work of mercy may claim the promise of our 
blessed Lord in Matthew 25:40. Please do send us your gift at this time of 


great need. 


$5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request, 


Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Dept. T 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 





Prophecy s Light ou Our “Times 











THE WORLD DICTATOR 


WHO WILL IT BE? 


We do not believe that it is possible for anygne to 
predict who is to be the World Dictator and Dr. Smith 
will not attempt to name him, but Scripture is very 
clear in revealing that there is to be a world dictator, 
and Dr. Smith will have much to say concerning this 
prophecy in his article: 








The Inevitability of World Dictatorship 


Probably no one of our generation has contributed more trustworthy and searching writings than the 


author of a series of articles beginning soon in the Times. 


Out of his years of intensive Bible study, his vast 
amount of mol and his unusual skill in research, DR. 
WILBUR M. SMITH, Professor of Apologetics in Ful- 
ler. Theological Seminary, editor of “Peloubet’s Select 
Notes,” author of “This Atomic Age and the Word of 
God,” and other books, has written this series, 


“Perplexity” is one of the signs of the end times given 
by our Lord, along with “distress of nations” and “men’s 
hearts failing them for fear.” But for believers the Bible 
is “a light that sdineth in a dark place.” These articles 
will cover these up-to-date subjects: 


@ The } site Pre-eminent Book for This Hour of World 
isis. 
@ The Inevitability of World Dictatorship. 


@ The Implications of the Doctrine of One World for These 
Last Days. 


@ Palestine —the Center of World Crisis, Past and Present. 
@ The Place of Rome in New Testament Prophecy. 


@ The Significance of the Euphrates River in Contemporary 
World Events. 


@ The Prince of the Power of the Air. 
@ The Power of Mass Propaganda in Relation toa World Ruler. 





This entire series may be secured 
by a 22 weeks subscription for $1.00 
(Canada $1.10) to 


The Sunday Schoo! Times 


The leaders in every walk of life know a 
world crisis is at hand. Dr. Smith tells of the 
various opinions of world leaders, who, with- 
out a knowledge of the Word of God, are left 
in a serious dilemma. 

You cannot afford to miss this timely and 
tremendously important series. 

Only subscriptions received promptly by the 
Sunday School Times will be sure to include 
the entire series. 


Subscriptions should be sent quickly to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
Dept.S 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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With the New Books 


World History — A Christian Interpre- 
tation. By Albert Hyma. (Wm. B, Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $3.) Five years ago Dr. Hyma, 
professor of History at the University 
of Michigan, issued the first edition of 
this fine work. The original chapters 
are here, though chapter 58 has been 
made number 60, on “Twentieth Century 
Civilization.” Chapters 58 and 59 are 
now on “The Second World War”: and 
“Transition from War to Peace.” 

Thirty-one illustrations, showing ex- 
cavations, ancient buildings, and repro- 
ducing famous paintings add to the value 
of this revised edition, 

Having reviewed the earlier volume, 
and with both now before him, thé pres- 
ent reviewer quotes from his first re- 
view (Times, June 5, 1943): The first 
two chapters take up.“The Creation and 
the Fall of Man” and “From Eden to 
the Flood,” and are based firmly on the 


Genesis record, which is accepted as the - 


one true account of the earth’s earliest 
days. Here one finds such words as sin, 
Satan, God, guilt, “Jesus Christ, the only 
Saviour,” the Word of God—a most en- 
couraging sign in a history book! The 
author exposes evolution as an unscrip- 
tural theory. 


A valuable feature of the book is the 


“set of ten or a dozen questions at the 


end of each chapter prepared by J. F. 
Stach, principal of the Nazareth Luth- 
eran School, Detroit, Mich. These are 
useful for classroom exercises, or indi- 
vidual study. 


Professor Hyma_ gives 
emphasis to God’s hand in history, 
and to the preserving influence of 
“the salt of the earth” which has saved 
civilization from total corruption and 
collapse. Especially noteworthy are his 
chapters on “The Hebrews and the 
Phoenicians,” “How the Christian 
Church Was Founded,” “The Christian 
Church Expands,” “The Internal Devel- 
opment of the Christian Church,” “The 
Early Medieval Church and the Cru- 
sades,” “The Western World Is Being 
Prepared for the Reformation,” and “The 
Beginnings of Protestantism and the 
Catholic Reformation.” In introducing 
the Reformation, Professor Hyma writes, 
“History, like the newspapers, has a 
tendency to emphasize the exciting and 
dramatic episodes, for which reason 
these noble reformers have often been 
sadly neglected” (p. 218). “The So- 
Called Age of Enlightenment Exalts the 
Human Reason” is also a valuable chap- 
ter. This includes a paragraph on “How 
Modernism Got Started,” another on 
“How the Sunday Schools Were 
Founded.” ‘ 


It need hardly be said that Professor 
Hyma presents a careful and well docu- 
mented outline of world history, includ. 


the proper 
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ing outstanding dates, personages, and 
countries. He could not occupy the 
Chair of History at the University of 
Michigan if he did not know his subject. 
A good index increases the value of this 
volume, 


The Climax of the Bible. By Joseph 
Augustus Davis. (Climax Pub. Co., West 
Palm Beach, Fla., $2.) Dr. Davis is a 
former missionary to South America 
and president of the South America In- 
dian Mission. As a teacher of the Bible 
for over twenty years, he has studied 
the prophetic themes found so abun- 
dantly in the Scriptures. The Book of 
Revelation has been called the “climax” 
of the Bible. Hence the title for this 
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volume, which is a commentary on the 
Revelation. Perhaps no one book on 
prophecy will ever be written that will 
satisfy all readers. This one still led¥es 
room for the last word to be said on 
the subject. There are many good things 
in what Dr. Davis has written. His em- 
phasis and point of view are spiritual 
and premiliennial. However, it is not 
pre-Tribulation, He believes the church 
will go through the first half of the 
seven-year period of the Tribulation 
and be raptured at the sound of the 
seventh trumpet, just before the three 
and one-half years of the Great Tribu- 
lation, 


There are some startling statistics on 
famine and epidemics, an interesting 
chapter on the Millennium, and some 
excellent comment on the new Heaven 
and the new earth. At the same time, 
one feels the need in some parts of the 
book for more specific references to the 
text of Revelation itself. A tendency 
to generalize and a failure to_particu- 
larize leaves one still wishing for a 
commentary that will itself be a climax. 


The Missing Christ. By Dr. James Mc- 
Ginlay. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) Dr. Mc- 
Ginlay’s sermons always make for most 
refreshing and profitable reading. These 
pages are highlighted with sparkling 
humor, effective illustration, and an ap- 
peal which is both winsome and com- 
pelling. The titles for these nine ser- 
mons are as striking as the contents. 
“The Missing Christ” is a lovely mes- 
sage, with a penetrating conclusion, ad- 
dressed to backslidden Christians, urging 
them to give themselves anew to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. “Five Men On a 
Roof” is a plea to Christians to co-oper- 
ate with Christ to the saving of precious 
souls. Each one of these messages in 
the same way deals with familiar por- 
tions of Scripture, searching out neg- 
lected but powerful truths, often hid- 
den to less discerning eyes behind the 
main thrust of the passage. 


w 
The Two Councils at Amsterdam 


(Continued from second page) 


One Holy Church). The World Council 
with its fish-net-ful of the unbelieving 
and the priestly is a caricature of the 
Una Sancta, Again the Christian Cen- 
tury remarks on how state churchmen 
dominated the scene (although free 
churches paid the bills). The World 
Council was a betrayal of the Reforma- 
tion in so far as it compounded with ene- 
mies of the Reformation. At the very 
time of its meeting, led by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the same arch- 
bishop was allowing the reservation of 
the sacrament in Canterbury Cathedral, 
mother church of England, in express 
violation of the:Reformation law of his 
church. And it was a Lutheran dele- 


October 9, 1948 


gate, Dr. Nolde of Mt, Airy Seminary, 
Philadelphia, who is quoted as saying, 
“In a popular sense, this first meeting 
of the World Council could be spoken 
of as the reversal of the trend which 
began at the Reformation.” 


In contrast, the International Council 
called on all believers to hear the cry 
of the blood of those who in past cen- 
turies had perished by decree of the 
papacy. 

“Here on the soil of the Netherlands, 
of glorious Protestant history, red with 
the blood of martyrs, and in the very 
church building in which the Pilgrim 
Fathers worshiped on the first lap of 
their journey of escape from Roman 
Catholic and reactionary tyranny, we 
highly resolve that we will have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, ‘either of Greek Orthodoxy, 
Roman Catholicism, or of paganizing 
Modernism, but will rather -reprove 
them.” 


. “In the church where the International 

Council met,” said Mr. McIntire, “there 
is a stained glass window representing 
the departure on the Mayflower, Some 
are kneeling, some weepifig.‘ Bradford 
on: his knees has an open Bible in hand. 
It is this same Bible, this same faith, 
that the International Council stands for 
today.” 


Fine expression was given to’ this 
Christian loyalty in Professor Dr. Kijk’s 
address at the International Council. He 
was speaking.on the fundamentals of 
true Christian unity. 

“The ecumenical ideal;” he said, “the 
deep spiritual unity of the churches in 
spite of all their differences and con- 
trasts, may be» sought only in a com- 
munion with Christ. In His High- 
Priestly prayer (John 17), He takes the 
divine, the supreme, the inexpressibly 
close unity between the Father and Him- 
self as an example for the unity of the 
faithful. This unity is not a visible one 
but a spiritual one, It is not a tie con- 
sisting of all kinds of compromise, but 
it is a communion which is in complete 
agreement, and it is this unity which 
Christ begs of His Father for His people. 
It is a unity not made by man, but the 
divine miracle of the grace of the Lord, 
whereby all those given Him by the 
Father are united under the one head, 
Jesus Christ, 

“There is no free interpretation pos- 
sible regarding the fundamental points 
which concern our eternal salvation. If 
He Himself is not truly God, if He was 
not conceived by the Holy Ghost, if He 
did not answer for our guilt, if He did 
not bodily rise again from the dead and 
ascend to the right hand of the Father, 
then there is no redemption from sin 
and death, and the world remains lost. 
It does not concern a mere ‘dogmatic 
difference’; it is the saving of the sinner 
and the salvation of the world which is 
at stake. And the churches who do not 
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gather in the Christ of Scripture and in 
Him alone have no true message of 
peace to offer’ to the world. 

“For that reason the ancient Chris- 
tian Church so faithfully defended the 
divinity of Christ (Nicea, A.D. 325), and 
for the same reason the' Church of to- 
day may not let go the smallest particle 
of that confession even though, owing 
to this inflexibility, the artificially made 
unity would snap. He is the Prophet 
who announced our salvation; the Priest 
who acquired our salvation; and the 
King who watches over ovr salvation 
and makes us to share in His glory. In 
that confession and in that communion 
only can we see revealed the true unity 
of the Church as opposed to that deceit- 
ful unity which is the fruit of Modernist 
theology. Christ stands between it and 
us. Here are the boundary marks, and 
for the sake of God we are not permitted 
to remove them or regard them as of 
minor importance. 

“At this mighty point, the war of the 
spirit will be fought, and therefore, my 
dear brethren in the whole world, Chris- 
tians of all countries who believe that 
Jesus Christ is God and Saviour, in 
agreement with the holy Scriptyres, our 
Lord is calling us to that community .in 
Him that will come with clouds. Then 
it will be'one fold and one shepherd. 
‘He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen! Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.’” 


‘ 
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For Family Worship 


By Ermest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 18 to 24 

Mon.—1 Kings 4:29-34. Solomon’s Great Reign. 

PRaYER SuGcEsTIONS: “There came of 
all people to hear the wisdom of Solo- 
mon, from all kings of the earth, which 
had heard of his wisdom.” Solomon 
was indeed,God’s gift. His wisdom and 
majesty have never been excelled. His 
reign of peace continued as long as he 
walked with God, and that was for about 
a generation. There has never been a 
king equal to him in wisdom, knowl- 
edge, and justice. His eternal Books 
are as glorious as when penned by his 
inspired hand. Pray for our country. 





Tues.—1 Kings 6:1-10. 
A Nation Builds a Temple. 
PRAYER ‘SuGcEstions: “Solomon’s build- 
ers” (chap. 5:18). Solomon’s Temple 
was begun in the second month of the 
four hundred and eightieth year after 
Israel came up out of Egypt. It was 
built of stone and cedar. The materials 
were all prepared before assembly. Read 
Bunyan’s “Solomon’s Temple Spiritual- 
ized” for fascinating and profitable medi- 
tations on this God-honored house of 
God. Pray for the manifestatton of the 
grace and power of God in awaking and 
reviving ministries in your own house of 
worship. 


Wed.—1 Kings 9:1-9. Security for the Nation. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If thou wilt walk 
before me,.as David thy father walked, 
in integrity of heart, and in upright- 
ness, to do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and wilt keep my stat- 
utes and my judgments: then I will 
establish the throne of thy kingdom upon 
Israel for ever, as I promised.” The 
only security any nation can have from 
the fear and experience of ruin is to 
turn from iniquity to God and righteous- 
ness. It is well only with them that fear 
the Lord. The downfal] of modern 
nations is certain unless there is repent- 
ance. Pray for our land at this time of 
choice of a President, and for other gov- 
ernments as you ought, 


Thurs.—1 Kings 10:1-10. 
: International Good Will. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And when the 
queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomon concerning the name of the 
Lord, she came to prove him with hard 
questions.” Righteousness in a nation’s 
dealings promotes confidence in that 
nation and good will toward its rulers 
and people. One of the difficulties now 
with some nations is their infidelity and 
paganism. Sincerity is the basis of trust 
in nations as in men. In times like ours, 
the first business of Christian people 
is to pray for all that are in authority. 
Pray for all nations now in commotion, 


‘evil; learn to do well” (v. 16). 
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Fri—Isaiah 1:1-9. 
God’s Judgment for a Nation’s Sins. 
Prayer Succestions: “They have pro- 
voked the Holy One . .. unto anger.” 
As horses rush into battle, so sinners 
and even nations rush onward speedily 
into their own ruination, The only 
hope of our evil times, for a little ease 
in our corruption and confusion, is a 
definite turning to God on the part of His 
Church, for pardon for our numerous 
offenses, and for power from on high 
for effectual witness. Pray for a Church- 
wide awakening to righteousness at this 
time when so many have not the knowl- 
edge of God, 


Sat.—Isaiah 1:18-20. 
God’s Call to National Repentance, 
PRAYER Succestions: “Wash you, make 
you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings before mine eyes; cease to do 
God will 
give grace to repent to every man who 
laments after God’s salvation. The idea 
that a sinnef cannot repent is no more 
sound than to say that the man with a 
withered hand could not stretch it out 
at the command of the Lord. Help cometh 
from the Lord for obedience. Pray for 
the mass repentance of families and con- 
gregations according to the will of the 
Lord in Revelation 2-and 3. 


Sun.—Psalm 33:12-22. ‘‘Blessed Is the 
Nation Whose God Is the Lord.” 
PRAYER SuGcGEsTIONs: “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is’ the Lord.” Our own 
nation and that of Great Britain and 
some others in Europe, and Ethiopia 
in Africa are nominally believers in the 
triune God. Because of-their friendship 
for His cause they have been spared and 
helped. Let us not fail to sustain by our 
prayers these nominally Christian lands. 
And pray for all in public offices. Pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem. 
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Dwight L. Moody said: “Some time since 
1 had my attention called to C.H.M.'s Notes, 


HE initials “C.H.M.” have long stood for the full name 


{ ond pecbtine pleased = ot the aoe Charles H. Mackintosh, the author of these “Notes.” A 
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writings. They have been to me a very key ° oh. ofe e 

2s ip te the absolute infallibility of the Bible as the Word of God. 





Untrammeled by any of the modern criticism, deeply 
inspired by his own firm faith, C.H.M.’s Notes are unquestion- 
ably the most complete study of the Books of Moses froma . 
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